FRENCH © CONVERT. 


A true Nellen of the batpy Converſe n of a 


N oble French Lay, 
„„ „„ 


* 1 and Superſtitions ol Pop ery, 
do the Reformed Religion; 


yr means of a Proteſtant Gardener, herServantz 


5 WHEREIN: 1 s E WN. by 


| Her great and unparalleled Suffetings on the Account 

bol her ſaid Converſion: As alſo, her wonderful Deli- 

verance from two Aſſaſſins hired by a Popith Prieſt 

to murder her; And of her miraculous Preſervation 

in a Wood for two Years; and how ſhe was at laſt.” 

| __ providentially found by her Huſband; who, together 

\| -with her Parents and many others, were brought over 
. to the embracing of the true Religion. TEE : 


TO WHICH IS ADDED 


A brief Account of the 38 Perfecutions of the 
HE [French \ Proteſtants. Ns 
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His Friend : in en with "he," 


_ ticularly myſelf, labour lu many ſufferiags | 
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. very good Friend, e 


AVING received yours the . of * 
pril, N. 8. I was not a little W 


en n my ſuffering, to hear you are well ſet⸗ -, - 4 
tled ina country where you have the freedom | 


of enjoying the exerciſe. of the true religion; 


a thing to be valued above all other earthly \ il 


bleſſings; and not only thak, but Lan much 
more glad to find you inform. me, that the Ihe 
climate ſo well agrees with you and your fa- 


mily, that you have been healthful ever fince | 
you departed- from me and the reſt of your _ 


dear friends here; tho? mauy of us, and par- : 


and at I having (oh N ochere) Mi 
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$ _ languilldd: A long time zu ibn Fey 1. fake 
of a good conſcience, aſllicted with much ſick · 
neſs, by reaſon of my cloſe con finement, which 
(blefſed be the namen of God Tnabliag⸗ me) 1 
have borne with patience ;. though many have 
died unpitied of their cruel” perfecutors ; yet 

the cry of innocent blood may ia time make 

them cry, How hard it is to kick againſt 
the pricks!“ yet, my Prayers. are, that — 


g enlighten their underſtandings, make them ſee 


5 ny evils they have done to the poor Proteſtants. 
to whom their rage and malice extend even 
beyond death; tor they. ſtill continue their 
| old” way of denying them Chriſtian burial. 
But, this is all our comfort, it matters not 


folded in Chriſt's arms. Vet, among the mis” 
- ſeries and threats of death, which: I have un- 


of ſending any fearful judgment on theſe Fo- 
piſh adverfaries,, God. would turn their hearts, : 


the errors of their ways, and repent of the ma- 


Without any manner of cauſe or provocation; 3 


Where our bodies lie, if ſo be our ſouls ate in- 


_ cergone in taking care of the ſpiritual welfare 
of thoſe that God has committed to my charge, : 
1 cannot. but be greatly comforted; when-yout | 
tell me, the French Proteſtant-church in Eag- 
W land flouriſhes; andthe. members of it“ wales 
= worthy: of their calling,” gaining by their in- 
olleade . of * a 2 tepnte amongſt 
95 8 . e e ee 7 


ſtrangers; . in ahve native country, ſo 


much inhumanity appears towards thoſe of 
the Reformed profeſſion z for, the perſecution, 


in many places, rages ſtill, by their empove · 
_ Tiſhing of thouſands of families. But, not t 
be tedious to you, havigg nothing left to ſend - 
you but my good wiſhes and prayers, except 
the incloſed account of a very ſtrange, but 
| blefſed alteration" in the family of the Count 
: agel, a worthy nobleman, well known to 
Jou 1 have drawn it up upon the firicteſt 


er into the truth of all the material cir- — 
cumſtances, as well as my ſufferings, and fpare 
time that the care of thoſe under my charge 


would permit; and ſend it to you as a token 


| of my love, for the many kindneſſes [ have! re 
ceived at your hands: that ſo you might com · | 


municate it to others, and make it public, if 
you ſee occaſion: that all may. be mad: ſeu- 


fible of the wonderful goodneſs of ALNIG LIE: if 
Gov, and praiſe him for the works he doth | 


unto the children of men. For the certainty 


of what I have written, tho* 1 have been o- 
bliged, for method ſake, to uſe a few exprel | - 5 1 


ions of my own, you may firmly rely on my 
integrity, Who am always a well wilher to the 
bend of e foul and 944 33 
8 + Wn bbs. 
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writin 8 x the following rent obere. 

4 in n injared 3 invocence and oppreſſed vir 

tue does fo eminently triumph over alt the. \ 
£ Tage and malice both of men and evita, LI han 
15 b 5 to 8 mz ut with Howers of 


e 1 arc Ticks tte in fuch 4 . 
— 31 * $647 + 

ries of w dnders. 28 can ſcarce be * 
As an 1 to which, T wilt, a little, 
conſider, how. the Divine goodaeſs delights to 
bring light out of darkneſs, and makes even 
the wicked confound themſelves i in their own. 
devices, that, out of their evil deſigns, he Sew 1 
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* 1 NY to paſs.” For, a8 Joſeph's being £ 
fold into Egypt, and there falſely accuſed” = 1 
| adultery, advanced him next to a throne; and Ik 
turned to the ſhame of his accuſing: miſtreſs |} x 
and trescherous brethren, (tho, at the- begin · 0 
niug, God meant it for good,) that he might 1 
be e to preſerve his father and his Ir 

©. houſehd1d alive; and turned the malice 1 
of the patrizrchs into a bleſſing; ſo the If 
miſeries and extraordinary ſufferings of the 2 
noble lady, whoſe Rory I am going to recite, b 
were made uſe of by Divine Providence, za t 
means of the converſion of her huſband, pa- t 


rents and many others, to the true religion; | 
Which, as ſhe has often fince ſaid, has been a } 
very ample and glorious recompence. But It 
ſhall not anticipate what, with more fatisfac- } 
tion, you will find in the dmc ed yu * 


take as follows. | V Fore. * 
2. W 33 „„ 9 
| In 8 one 185 TY 1 provinces of 10 
Mele hee lately lived Count Manſon, a C 
a 
v 
U 


OT . OC OEEPRTURe 
We 8 * 


perſon of noble extraction, and of an eſtate 

_  Witable to the greatneſs of his birth, and thoſe. 

noble qualities that enriched his mind. 'Who, | © 
being a lover of military. actions, Was cally © 
perſuaded to ſerve the king in the Wars; i © 
Where, having an eminent command given |} © 
1 R be behaved hir ſelf with Ly bravery, that e 
1 e 3 th 88 8 7 
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| gained him the admiration of his 1 the 


| performances. But, in the intervals of two 


and the ſuitableneſs of their difpolitions, made 3+ 


time, they were contracted and I) to 
| their mutual j joy and: ſatisfaction. - 


winter, enjoyed the bleſſing of each others mu- -Þ 
tual love and endeari g affections, without tee. 


might give any 


length, the g came on, and the zrmies 
8 ee ſummoned: Alanſon, e $2; 


of neceſlity,/ leave behind him the deareſt part” 


1 ee 292 — Which ſeemed to be 7 


: * 


* 
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love of his friends, and freſh honours: of 4 
king, -who took particular notice of his great 


og three campaigns, he caſt his eyes upon one 


Deidamia, a young lady of quality, not iafe⸗ 0 


rior to himſelf in birth; whoſe: beauty and 
virtue were equally attractive: to her he made 
bis addreſſes; and the. equality of their birth, 


bis; conqueſt the more eaſy; ſo that, in a little 


This happy couple having, ber. a whole 


* 


leaſt umbrage of any interpofing cloud that 
allay tos their happineſs.— At 


chakes vat loving vids; to de field as: war, ko 
act his part again, upon that ſtage of honour, 
where be had already acquired ſo much repu- 
tation; But, be never ſeemed ſo unwilling: - 
to court fame abroad, as now, ſince he muſt 


of himſelf. He had many ſtrugglings and 
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vided between love and honour, ie was loth 
to. leave his lady; and yet unwilling to have 
his reputation lullied. And theſe cifferent 
paſſions i in the mind cauſed {och an alteration. 
in his countenance, that it was taken notice 
of by his lady, who, not knowing the cauſe, 
Was the more troubled at it; and, therefore, 
following him one day into the garden, whi- 
ther he had retired to conſider with himſelf 
Wbat he had beſt do; ſhe'earneftly preſſed 
him to let her know what it was that troubled 


him; for ſhe had, for ſome time, ſhe ſaid, ob- 3 
ſei ved he was diſquieted; but could not tell 


at what; and ſhe was fearful, ſhe might, tho? 
_ the Saks it not, be the occaſion of it; adding, 
command me in any thing a wife can juſtly 


do, I am all obedience. This tender carriage 
of his lady added freſn fuel to the fire of his 
afflictions, and made him ſtill far more unwil- 
ling to leave her. Wherefore cauſing her to 
ſit down by him, he told her, ſhe was indeed 
the innocent occaſion of his trouble; for, her 


great love and tenderneſs to him had ſo 


5 ged his heart to her in a reciprocal: affection, 
that he knew not how to th 
ber, though honour called him loudly: to: the 
- fields. His lady, when he talked of leaving 


her, was hardly kept from ſwooning in his 


r and could not arten n What! 
5 HK » | | „ muſt 


nk of leaving 
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Tus Far cn "Convent. Be 
Hed we part then? ah wretched Deida mia! 
and, inſtantly, ſhe fell a-weeping. Her tears 
did ſo prevail upon the Count, that love haa 
now obtained an intire victory; and he reſol- 
ved to ſtay at home with Deidamia, and. 
therefore entreated her to dry up her tears | 
and be comforted: for he had now come to 8 
reſolution, rather to undergo ſome hard cen- 
ſures for ſtaying at home, than by going to 
the camp, to leave his dear Deidamia diſcon- 
I ſo late. Theſe kind aſſurances of her huſ- 
. band gave her that ſatisfaction which ſoon _ 
| ſhewed itſelf in a-chearful countenance; and 
the endearing expreſſions ſhe gave the Count, 
„on that occaſion, made him conclude, 9 50 
5 Were both happy in each others love. 4 
. - But, behold the inconſtaney of ar ber _— 
ich and how little we can promiſe ourſelves |} 
ol it here!, we may, indeed, both purpoſe and | 
reſolve, but we cannot ſecure ourſelves from 
diſappointments: the footſteps of Divine Pro- 
vidence are often hard to trace. Hence it is, 
that we are told by the infpired” D . 
5, That: the ways of God are in the deep, and 
bis paths in the great waters, and his footſteps 
are not known. And, we ſee often, what- 
ever pleaſing proſpect of felicity we have in 
view, ſome unforeleen occaſjion, or ſodden 1 
turn of nene e. my and in a mo- 5 1 i 
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ment blaſts that happineſs which we had pre- 
mile to our ſelves for many years: and yet, 


— 


7 


theſe: changes, to thoſe. that fear the Lord, ate 
10 diſpoſed and ordered by God's Providence, 
that, in tlie end, they evidently work together 
for their, good. And thus it fell out in the 
joſtance, before us: For, whilſt Alanſoa and 
his Deidamia delighted in each other, and 
were both happy in their conjugal affections 
an accident fell out, that put him under a ne- 


ceſſity of going to the camp; which was; that 
à colonel's place; . in the regiment of Picardy, 


being. vacant, a relation of Alanſan's at court, 


Int of 2 too, officious kindneſs, put the king 


in mind of the good ſervices of Alanſon, and 
deſired his Majeſty to beſtow that vacancy up- 


on him: to Which his Majeſty, (being fenſible 


rear 
- dily. conſented, and ordered his commiſſion 


of his former bravery aud good ſervice, 


to be ſent to him; which was done according- 
Iy. When Alanſon received this commiſſion, 


from the pur ſuivant Who brought it, he gave 


him a generous reward for his pains; but was 


got very well pleaſed, either with the new ho 
nour his Majeſty had given hien nor with is 


Feigen s too oſſicious kiudneſs in procuring 


it; becauſe it put him under a neceſſity of 
parting from bis lady z Which gave bim a ve- 
0 . ee but * > (that by 
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kis commiſſion he was engaged too far for a 
retreat, his care was how to make his Deida« 
mia as eaſy as he could ; and, therefore, calling 


her to. take a turn-with him in the garden, 


and leading her into an arbour covered with 


jeſlamine, he thus began to tell her the unwels 


come news that had been brought him. My _ 
deareſt Deidamia, let me conjure you not to 
be troubled at what lam now going to tell 
you, but, if you will oblige me, do it by ſhews 


ing your reiolution and fortitude of mind z 


and yet, I cannot but own, that our pl a 


like the little he aps of ſand, are quickly broug ght 
to nothing : bus, the decrees of Heaven, like 
the foundations of the earth, are fixed for ever. 


It Was, in this very, arbour, my deareſt Deida- 


mia, that J reſolved to ſtay at home with thee, 


and not return to the campaign in Flanders; 


and, 1 appeal to bim who knows my heart, 


how firmly 1 intended: but, ſce here, how I 
am forced againſt my Will to break my reſolu- 
tion; (and, with that, ſhewed her the com- 
miſſion the king had ſent him to be colonel 


of the regiment of Picardy) and, go you ſee, 
my Deidamia, the neceſſity that lies upon me 


to leave you for a time; but, thawgh our bo- 
dies be divided, we ll have. One ſoul and by 
us, #9: live to- | 
3 


love, whilſt Providence denies 
ME a A000. W Lin. the: field 
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for my country, you ſhall ſtay here and pray fl 
for my ſucceſs : and if it pleaſes God that I 
return, (which 1 do not doubt at all; for 
Heaven, I am fure, will hear your ee 
prayer, ) it will be a new addition to my joy, 
to lay thoſe laurels, [ ſhall win in battle, at 
Deidamia's feet. Poor Deidamia heard this 
heavy news with a ſad heart; but anſwered, 
with piety and prudence worthy herſelf, That, 
fince what had happened was not of his ſeeæk- 
ing, but what the providence of God had cal- 
led him to, ſhe thought it was her duty (tho? 

| the could hardly do it without reluctance) to 
acquieſce i in the Divine diſporal of human ac- 
tions, and, would endeavour to ſtifle her re- 
lentments, rather than give him any farther 
trouble. Alanſon, being no leſs pleaſed with 
Deidamia's prudence, than her kind affection, 
hich. be expreſſed by ſeveral tender things 
he told her, applied himſelf to the getting rea- 
dy of his equipage, in order to his departure; s. | 
ab then, ſettling the affairs of his family, or- | 
' dered Antonio his chaplain, who was a friar 
of the order of St. Frances, to ſay a ſolemn ; 
mais for bis ſucceſs in the field, and the pro- 
tection of his lady and family in his abſence; 
recommending his deareſt Deidamia to the |. 
Care of Antonio his chaplain, and Fronovins | 
5 i 1. to; hie * in theſe words: |, 
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de. To your care, in my abſence, I recommend 


the ſafety and welfare of my beloved; lady, 
the moſt virruous and loving of wives: and 
charge you, as you expect to anſwer to God 
and me, be obedient to all her commands; 

comfort and cheriſh her in her ſolitude, — 4 
ſee thit all my domeſtics pay the like exact re · 
ſpets.” This, and much more, they faithful- 


ly promiſed to obſerve. Then giving liberally 
to each ſervant, and having notice that his e- 
quipage was ready, and divers gentlemen ou 


horſeback waited to accompany. him, he took. 
his ſolemn leave of his dear Deidamia; whole 


| ſad prefaging heart was overcome with grief 

to that degree, that ſhe could only ſpeals theſe 
| few prophetic words: Ah, my dear lord, 
may heaven prevent my fears! But my poor 


heart forehodes, that this will be a long and 


fatal parting.” To which the Count replied, 


Do not caſt down thyſelf, dear Deidamia, nf 
the indulging of ſuch melancholy fancies; but 
affure thyſelf, I will haſten my retura my” 


| as. poſſible, and I will fend to you as often as 


I can. And, in the mean time, ſhall commit 
you to the protection of the Almighty, the 


dleſſed virgin-mother, and all the holy ſaints 
and angels;” and ſealing his affection on her 


lips with gentle kiſſes, he took his leave of her 


14 _ and rode as ; not thinking he had left an 


1 | innocent 
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16 Taz Faxxcn Convert. 
innocent dove to the n of two raven- 
: ous vultures, : 


It is not much to my purpoſe to tell you, 


how well he was received at the head of his 


command by the duke of Luxemburgh, or 


That brave exploits his courage carried him 


through; ſince neither fame, nor the public 


news from Paris, have been wanting to ſpeak 
- his commendation. I, therefore, omit it, (un- 
"Tels, in ſome paſſages, where it will, in the 
thread of this amazing relation, be neceſſiry 
to mention ſome particulars) and ſhall conti- 
nue with the ſorrowful Deida nia, who, after 
his departure ſeemed to have baniſhed all com- 
fort from her breaſt; all that ſhe found was 
in her devotions and ptayers to Almighty 
God, for his protection and ſafe return, great - 


ly affecting ſolitude; and, as much as ſhe 


” could, avoiding the viſits of divers ladies, who 
(as they faid) came to make her merry, and 
"Uivert her melancholy; ſhe. being. very well 
| beloved, both by the nobility and gentry, for 


ber comely carriage, modeſt behaviour, ſweets · | 
neſs and/affabiliry of temper. © | 
In the cool of the day, ſhe uſually [a it 


| wee buſineſs to retire into her garden, penfive | 
and alone; it being, by the care and diligence - |! 

of the gardener, kept and ordered like another 

8 * ſtored with 1258 variety of choice 


5 | Plants 


\ 


| ny Partner Oakvans..  -, 


"A | plants and flowers, adorned with pleaſant foun · 
tains ænd ſeveral delightful arbours ſhaded o- 
ver with intertwining jeſſimine. in which ſhe 


"i and her abſeat lord had paſſed ſome joyful as 

\r | well as ſad hours; and, at the remembrance 

n | of them, would Rate weep, then pray (accord- 

e ing to the cuſtom of the Papiſts, who allow | 
K N Praying: to ſaints) to the tutelary ſaints for his 
hs protection: : And ſo, drying up her tears, would 

5 walk thence again, taking but little reſt in a- 


| ny place. But, one time paſſing by a bed of 
. tulips, ſhe eſpied Bernard her gardeaer (tor ſo- 
he was called) buſy in watering them, and e- 
recting ſuch as declined their drooping heads; 
occaſioued by the heat of the ſun's too ſcorch- 
ing beams. She had often, in this man, ob- 
ſerved, a harmleſs native ianocence, accompa· 
nied with acute ingenuity ; and indeed a g r- 
dener, who underſtands his buſineſs as he: 
ought to do, muſt be an ingenious man) and, 
therefore, imagined, it might adminiſter ſome 
advantage to her, to hold difcourſe with him 
1 in what related to the myſteries of gardening; 
1 thinking it no-undervaluing, though he was 
g her menial ſervant, ſince ſhe had often read, 
That © kings, princes and other great and 
wiſe men had voluntarily become of this o- 
cupation: That Adain, waen: goveraor of alf. 
; | the world, was employed in it. by Gov. him. 
[ * , ſelf ae, 
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18 Tuz Faxen l 
ſelf:“ So that, coming cloſe to him whilſt his, 


hands were buſied at his work, the man, by 


| his ear, (bis back being towards her,) being 
iaformed of ſomebady's approach, ſuddenly 
ſtarted up, and, ſeeing his beautiful lady near 
him, was a little ſurpriſed, and would kave 
tired, to give her the more freedom in her 


walks; but ſh? prevented him by ſaying, 


Bernard, pray do not let me hinder you in 
pour buſineſs. I come on purpoſe to obferve 
your dexterity in gardening. I ſee you mind 
it with a juſt diligence though your lord is ab- 


ent.“ Madam,” replied he, I beg your 


ladyſhip's pardon, in that I tell you, Il am no 


eye · ſervant; as well knowing, J muſt give 


an account to God, as well as to man, if lam 
negligent in what I promiſe to perform and 
am intruſted with.” Deidamia ſtood ſurpriſed 


at his plain but ingenuous reply, and changing 


ſomewhat the manner of her diſcourſe, aſked 


him divers queſtions about the virtues, natures, 


qualities and productions of flowers and plants, 


&c. in all which, he ſatisſied her to her admi- 


ration; by which ſhe perceived him better 

learned in the myſteries of nature than ſhe 

expected from one of his profeſſion. And to 

be brief, ſhe often held ſuch innocent conver- 

ſation with him, when, at any time, ſhe found 

him buly in the garden, beiog much delights | 
1 . | m9 


ff.. y Zo He = # 


ed to hear him diſcourſe, how much of the 
wiſdom and goodneſs of God might be learned 


from the works of creation; for he had a par- 


ticular faculty of ſpiritualizing his employment, 


and making his buſineſs ſerve, like Jacob's lad- 


der, to carry him from earth to heaven. Which 


ſometimes cauſed her to reflect, that this man 
was ſomething more than he appeared to be; 
N (in which indeed ſhe was not much miſtaken? 


ſo that, entertaining a good opinioti of him, 
ſhe ordered his lodging to be changed for a 


better, and his coarſe and homely commons od 
be enlarged above what was uſual to thoſe of 


his proteſſion and degree. 

But now Antonio the chaplain, W he 
had appeared like a ſaint to his maſter, began 
to ſhew himſelf a devil to his miſti eſs ;. and 


too plainly thewed bis cloven foot. Though 

above fifty years of age, he had, for ſome time, 

harboured luſtful deſires towards ee, 
ch 


damia; and now reſolved to attempt her 


ſtity. And, tho' her virtue and ſpotleſs chaſtity 
might very well have kept him from purſuing 


his unclean deſires, yet, he flattered himſelf 
with hopes of obtaining his end, by corrupting 


the judgment: In which, he found himſelf very 


much miſtaken, as the ſequel will declare: 


For the Divine goodnels had a farther work 


to oo: for Deidamia, who, being altogether ig- 
* norant 
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20 Tus Fre Converre 


norant of what this wretch deſigned againſt 
her honour, frequented her beloved garden as 
the uſed to do; and one evening hearing the 
gardener reading in a lonely arbour, where 


Uh be thouzht himſelf ſecure (for he had induſ- 


triouſly concealed his heing a Proteſtant from 
any of the family) her curioſity to hear him, 
made her draw nigh ſo ſoftly that he could 
not hear her: He was then reading, the firſt 
chapter of the epiſtle to the Romans, from the 
20th to the end of the 23d verſe, vis. © For 
the viſible things of him from the creation of 
the world are clearly ſeen, being underſtood. 
by the things that are made, £ven his eternal 
power and Godhead; fo that they are with- 
out excuſe : ee that when they knew _ 

| God, they glorified him not as God, neither 
were thankful, but became vain in their ima» 
ginations, and their fooliſh heart was darken- 
ed. Profefling themſelves to be wiſe, they be- 
came fools: And changed. the glory of the 
uncorruptible God, into an image made like 
to corruptible man, and to birds, and four- 
Footed beaſts, and creeping things. 

Having thus far proceeded, he pauſed, and 
with his eyes lift up to heaven, gave glory 
unto God, that He had preſerved him blame- 
leſs from theſe offences againſt his divine ma- 
Felt WAG. trough 1 6 and ſuperſtition 
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bad overſpread the greateſt part of Europe. 
« O Lord! (continued he) I humbly beſeech 


thee, as I have already ſuffered perſecution for 


thy name's ſake, and for the ſake of a good 
conſcience, ſo never let me depart from the 


ways of thy truth, to change thy incorruptible 
glory into an image made like to corruptible 


man:“ And, when he had ſaid this, tears 


Rood in his eyes; and his words were ſucceeds 


oy by ſighs. CORE, 
Deidamia, who had all this ki attentive- 


ly liſtened, found ſomething in her mind that 


made a ſudden uneaſy-alteration, and thought 


to have gone away undiſcovered ; but, then 


again her zeal for the Romilh religion, which 


ſhe thought he had reproached by deteſting 


image · worſhip, carried her ſo far, that ſhe re» 
ſolved to give him a ſharp reprimand, left he 
perſiſting further, until diſcovered by others, 


might ruin himſelf; though her goodneſs and 
gentle nature was-not for working him 'any 
iajury by revealing it. But, never was man 


more ſurpriſed, chan Bernard, when he faw 


ber, whom, at that time of the day, he little 
fuſpected, as not being uſual; yet, collecting 


his ſcattered ſenſes, he aroſe from his ſeat, and 


 withal endèavoured to hide his Bible under 


his coat, thinking ſhe had been newly come, 


and might neither have heard him read, nor 
= | ; ſeen - 
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22 Tux FRENCH ConverT. 
ſeen his Bible; but ſhe, in a frowning man- 
ner, contrary to the wonted ſweetneſs of her 
temper, commanded him to deliver it to her, 
that the flames might conceal bis fault; and 
told him, ſhe would not for that time diſcover 
his being converſant with a book ſo ſtrictly, by the 
church, forbid to the laity; for (continued ſhe) 
it is enough that we believe as the church be- I ha 
lieves, without farther diſpute, or puzzling in 
ourſelves with thoſe ſcruples and niceties, g 
which, in all probability, we may make a falſe I b. 
couſtruction of, and wreſt even thoſe Scrip- in 
tures, that are the rule of our faith, to our I a! 
own damnation. e 
This ſmart diſcourſe, and the fan in the 
fair Deidamia's countenance, did not, in this 
caſe, ſo much daunt Bernard, as, in another 
of leſs concern, it might have done; but, with 
ſome aſſurance, he replied, * Ah, madam ! 1 
little thought of being ſurpriſed by you at my 
devotion ; but, ſiuce I am, I cannot grant 
What you demand; rather you may command 
my body to the flames, and as a willing mar- 
tyr I will ſooner go, than betray the cauſe of 
God, in delivering up his holy word to be 
conſumed z in which are contained all things ne- 
ceſſary to ſalvation: And it would bein me an 
apparent contempt of that ſalvation, ſhould! 
voluntaily, or through fear, caſt it from me. 
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As to your laying, madam, that the church 
has prohibited the laity the uſe of this ſacred 
book, eſpecially in a known tongue, I readily 
granted it; but, O moſt virtuous lady! you 
little know their policy in that; it is not that 
they fear or care what mice men 
make of it; but, becauſe it is like arrows in the 
hand of a giant, ſtrong againſt their worldly 
intereſt, plainly diſcovering their errors and 
groſs idolatrics.” He would have proceeded; 
but the heat of zeal prompted her haſtily to 
interrupt him, ſaying, Surely. Bernard, you 
are diſtracted, or elſe, what is worſe, a here- 
tic: I took you to be wiſer, and more reaſon- 
able, when 1 diſcourſed with you the other 
day. Truly, madam,” replied, © as for 
my being in my right ſenſes, I bleſs Almighty 
God, he has in his mercy hitherto continued 
them to me; and for my being a heretic, par» 
don me, if St. Paul anſwers for me, when he 
was accuſed before Felix, ſaying,” „But this 
I confeſs unto thee, after the way which they 
call hereſy, ſo worſhip I the God of my fathers, * 
believing all things which are written in the 
law and the prophets.” Upon this, Deidamia, 
who, by nature, was all goodneſs, gentleneſs - 
and affableneſs, began to moderate her anger, 
and to conſider a little what he had ſaid; yet 
oy zcal for the * ſhe profeſſed, made 


\ | ber 
| 


* 
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her mildly rebuke him, and lay before him the. 
danger he was in if his opinion was diſcover- 


ed; bidding him be cautious and wiſe in what 
he did; though for . her part, he need not 
fear, but ſhe would lock up what ſhe had diſ- 


covered in her breaſt, and it ſhould paſs: no 
| farther; and ſo departing * him in ſome. 
confuſion. 
Deidamia, retiring to hw chamber, 8 


to conſider what had paſſed, and remembered 


ſhe had often wept in her tender years, when 


ſhe heard the cruelties the Roman Catbolics 


_ uſed towards the Hugonots or Proteſtants in 
France; and diſapproving of their perſecuting 
ſpirit, as not of God, whoſe 
are mercy, tender compaſſion, and forgiveneſs: 
When, on the contrary, ſhe found thoſe who 


made religion ſo much their boaſt, ſo very 
cruel, that, far from the inſtance of our Sa- 


viour's refuſing to call for fire from heaven 


to conſume thoſe, that had injuriouſly and de- 
ſpitefully uſed him, they made their very wor- 
ſhip and devotions a ſnare, to bring thoſe un- 


der their cruel handlings, who bad in no wiſe 
offended them, but in being ſeparated from 
them, and moving according to the dictates 


of their conſcience. She had likewiſe obſer» 


ved the harmleſſneſs and inoffenſive manner 


of living i in the perſecuted ; and often ſhewed 
ſome 


Mefeſt attributes 
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flie had a good opinion of the Romiſh religion, 


as having been brought up in it from her in- 
fancy; yet ſhe had not fo of many of the pro- 
feſlors of it, Who apparently derogated * 


the ways of N nad ſeemed to encourar 
vice. i EIN uy 7 1 | "Ws BY © 


This Wteugbt fore labourings in her mind, 
thrvagls: the gracious operation of the Holy | 


Spirit ; and, in ker night- thoughts, more ſe- 
riouſly reflecting on many things, and parti - 


cularly on the gardener's expreſſion out of St. 


Paul's words to Felix. the governor, inferring 


from thence, That it muſt be the ſincerity of 
the heart towards. God, more than the ſhe w, 


or ontwird wame; or profeſſion of any religion, 


that renders the perſon acceptable in his fight. . 


In the midſt of cheſe cogitations and debates 
within herſelf, (fe found fomething (as it were 
by an over ruling power,) ſtrongly moved her 
to a defire of farther eonverſiny wittt Bernard, 


about the fundamentals of his religion; hieß, | 


by the Popiſh priells, as well in their pulpits, 


as private convertation, had been repreſented 


5 odrous, dam able, and to be deteſted, 
The morning no fobner fummontd the gar- 
We te viſit his flowers and plants, and per- 
form lis uſual talk, in watering and W 


— 


Ts Fxrkcx Cexvz x. 2 
ſome diflike of the looſeneſs and atbrifitiin | 
practices of the perſecutors': ſo that, although - 


26 TRE FINK Convert. 
them; but Deidamia, who had taken little reſt 
that night, aroſe; and, having performed her 
oriſon, then refreſhed herſelf with a moderate 
1efeftion, tock an opportunity, between that 
and dinver-time, to enter the garden privately, 
at a door from her apartment; and, to ſki een 
the better what ſhe intended from prying 
eyes, took divers turns and gathered poſies of 


flowers à then tanning berſelf, as if the beat 


offended her, and pafling many winding alleys 
overſpiead with pleaſant ſhades, ſhe came to 
the before-mentioned arbuur, and again ſur- 


| priſed the gardener in bis meditatiors. Ihe 


man was not under any conſternation at ber 
coming; but, riſing and bowing low, would 
| have departed out of good manners, to give 
her the ſole freedom of that pleaſant bower: 
but ſhe laid her commands on him to ſtay, 
ſaying, She had confidered of his former dif 
courſe, and had made it her buſineſs to find 
him out, that he might give her ſome better 


realon for the opinion 8 held than yet he ag 
done. 


His. modeſty 3 and the kunde thoughts "A 
conceived of himſelf would, ſcarce give bim 


leave to fit down, tho the often commanded 
him ſo to do; but, at, laſt he complied; and 
then ſhe aſked him, upon what ground and 
; Foundation. | the mw; of * e Was fixed? 
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/ Gard, It is founded on the Scriptures! 'of 
the Ola: and New - Teſtament, - which were 
written by men inſpired: by the Holy Ghoſt, 


| and. given for our inſtruction and learning. 


It is only the word of God that can warrant 
the truth of any profeſſion in religious mat - 


ters; and that we Proteſtants (through God's 
| barons labour to conform and live up to. 


Deidamia. Ay; but you may be miſtaken 
in the miſinterpreting the Scripture, and fall 
into groſs hereſies, as our church charges you; 


and, therefore, has ſtrictly forbid the lity of 
our communion to meddle with them; leſt, 


like weapons put into the hands of idiots,” or 


_ madmen, they ane ene 2 Wen 
thepeby- : 


Gard. Ah! ay. ſhall 1 be fret, and deat | 


phinly with you iu this point? 


Deid. Wirk alt my heart. Let me e. 


: what you can fay to anfwer to it? 


Gard. All Scriptures are given for our 


learning. God is willing we ſhould know 


he | his revealed! will, chat we may be the better 


enabled to perform it. St. Paul commends 
the Beræans, and calls them noble, becauſe 
they ſearched the Scriptures, to ſee whether - 


the things they heard were ſo or no; and 


we have many commands for this: as Taiats 


Thr os Seek ye out of the book of the” : 


& 2 Lord, 


—— — 2 — ———ᷣ— —ä 
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Lord, and read. ?* > AM AMbe: to. F They 
were more noble. i in that they ſcarched the 
Scriptures daily.“ Col. iii. 16. Let the 
word of Chriſt K in you richly.” 2 Tim. 
Ill. 15%“ From a child thou haſt known the 
holy n Eph. vi. 17. Take the 
helmet of {:lvation, and the [Word of the Spi- 
| Tit, which. is the wordof God. or I here are ma · 
ny others, that I might mention ; Which are 
to be found in the Scriptures; : YET this not 
commanded to ans pt to all that leck dale 
| vation. 2 
Deid. 5 . our church had Teen 
tis fit, they would not have denied it; but, 
being daggerous to the fouls, it 0u3 at to Be. 
reſtrained. rag 
;, Gard, It is, 3 dangerous to 1 
God's commandments, aud tg teach. men 0 
do do; and to make the, word of, God of. none 
Fe by dan den, de eee 
voes Chriſt pronounced agaiuſt the Lr 
| | tor theſe things. * UW tt ee III 4 
Ded. Why! Whore guilty, pfithis 1. The 
. church of Rome, the holy catholic church as, 
it has in may ages bee fled, ae Wy, 
| ; ipotted , with ſuch crimes 7 $35. 48/3 bs 2 
4 | n= Gard. 1. wiſh, could tay, it Was not z but | 
| its deeply guilty: 8, in many other gartis 
f culars ſo 8 Ap this, That it, pro- 
ets al 3 0 x feſles 
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. 
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and, to awe men to ſuch a belief, threats of 


fwords, and cruel torments by inquiſitions ; 


and, indeed, it is not done without ground: 
This is done to hinder prying into their groſs 


idolatries, errors, and ſuperſtition, derogatory 


church, do this only in prejudice and ſpite, 


to lay a ſtain upon its virgin-ingocence. 
| Gard, No. It is apparent from the word of 
God, and even from reaſon itſclf, in thoſe 


that will conſider, and are not blinded with 


ignorance; which your church, in her ſenſe, 
truly ſtyles the mother of devotion.” 


Deid. Can any ſuch thing be in a church 
that is infallible? and, to prove that it is ſo, 


it is ſaid to be built upon St. Peter. He is 
| the rock ſpoken of; and · this rock doth, to- 
gether with St. peter, include his ſucceſſors. 
And the church built on this rock (united to, 


and built upon the Pape) is iafallisl> : For, it 
is ſaid, The gates of hen al not prevail a. 
gainſt TRI 


— 
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felles, no man is obliged to receive the Scrip - 
tures as the word of God, or to believe any 
of it, but from the teſtimony of your church; 


damnation are uſed, as well as the magiſtrates _ 


to de. Wasen and . W * £5 
Deid. Sure you are bade yourſelf! nor 
enn prove this; but, being fallen from the 


A 
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Gard. Pardon me; lady, if 1 ay, there is 
no areement among the church men about 
this infallible judge; ſome will Have it the 


Pope; ſome a2 general Council, and others 
both z none of your writers have yet conclu : 
de on it; Ho- Ser, theſe words are per vert: 
ed; for, it is probable, tat not St. Peter's 
perfor, but his doctrine or confeſſion concern. 


iog Chiriſt, is the rock upon which the church 


— 


is built. Scripture is the beſt interpreter. dt 
is not Peter, but Chriſt, that is the founda- 
tion of the church. Here in my. Bible, you 
may ſee, la. Xxviii. 16. compared with 1 Pet. 


It. 6, 7, 8. which you may pleaſe read [which | 


ſhe did]. It is moreover-expreſsly ſaid, 1 Cor. 
ili. 11. Other foundation can no man lay, 


than that is laid, which is Jeſus Chriſt.” And 


this is the more conſiderable; becauſe he pen 


agaialt thoſe that made the apoſtles to be the 


foundations; ſaying, I am of Paul; another 
of Apollos, or Cephas;“ and if tluüs is ſpoke 
of Peter, no more is ſaid of him here, than is 
froke of all the prophets and apdſtles, Eph. ii. 
20. And are built upon the foundation of 


the apoſtles and prophets, ee W dN 


being the chief corner- tone.“ 


Deid. Well, Lam not 8 . in * 


myſtery; but, pra, what, as erroneous, can 


a > «a. .DTiumqe4 aa <> ., 
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you aflign i in our worſhip, or any other thing... 
oy church holds as abſolutely neceſſary ?. 
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Gard. The paying divine adoratioa to SE 
And ſaints,” expreſsly contrary to God's com- 
mands, and derogatory to his howour, who a- 
lone ought to be-werſhipped in heaven. and 
earth; aud to worſhip any other, either ſaint 
or angel, or any creature, is idolatry, a 
breach of the ſecond commaadment 
i Dead. Nay ? nat too haſtily: we 40 not 
worſhip the angels and ſaints as God, with the 


higheſt worſhip which is only proper to Gods 
but, with an inferior kipd of religious worſhip, 


that they. may en our W is 


| on: ho 2 5 


ay: There is no | incerceſar or mediator 


* mee, e e 1 Yo 55 It any of you lack | 


Þ wiidom, let him Alk Of Gog,“ & c. neither e of 
buints nor angel. Come to me, faith our 


Saviour, and. 1 Will 4 1d no wiſe caſt you ont.“ 


This free invitation ſhews us, be alone was to 


receive aur petitions, and prefent them to his 


Father. There is allo image-worſhip brought 


cunningly by prieſts to gain worldly; advan- 
tage ; and pretended miracles, to draw the ig · 
noraut to pay their devotion more at one 


place than at another, impoſed. on the ignuo - 
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"yu [fear to offend you. 
Deid. No; you do not: But let x us come 
nearer to the main controverſy. What think 


you of tranſubſtantiation? ls not Chriſt cor · — 


pPorally prefent in the ſacrament? | 
Grand. It is a miſreprefentation of our 8a · 
viour's works; ſor, if he had ſo meaned as 


the church of Rome holds it, when he broke 


the bread, he muſt have held himſelf in his 
own hands, and eat himſelf; yet ſtill fit whole 
and entire at the table. His whole-body muſt 
be in the 


words, This is my body,“ doth import, 
„This doth | ſignify my body: And, upon 
the ſame account, our Saviour is called, a 


Door, a Rock, a Vine: Yet, to believe he was 
turned into any of thoſe, none can be ſo void 
of underſtanding. And, therefore, when he 


broke the bread, and gave the cup, be did it 
only, that, when Chriſtian congregations were 
met, on: ſolemn occaſions, to celebrate his wor» 
hip, they ſhould do it in remembrance of him, 


until his coming in glory at the lait day; as 


the immediate words explain. Andy it is ab» 
| Pk to believe chat the prieft's uttering a few 
words 


rant for lucre's fake. I could lay much more; 


mouth of every communicant at 
once; and, that body, in millions of places; 
at one time, broken and unbroken, and be 
ſubject to putrefaction; and, therefore, the 


oa a 
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words over a wafer, can make it a God, 


that body offered on the eroſs. T 


Deid. You amaze me! But, pray, what 42 
you hold about purgatory? Is there ſuch. a 


| place, where ſouls are to endure their purga- 


tions after death, that go not immediately to 
heaven, and by maſles and e _ Lemos 


leaſed ſooner or later ? K 


Gard. It is a tradition lately brought ds — 


with it hath brought much increaſe of wealth 


to the church. The word of God allows on- 


ly heaven for thoſe who ſhall be made veſſels 
of mercy ; and hell for thoſe whoſe dias have 


provoked him to cat them down to thoſe difs 
mal regions of ſorrow and eternal way no 
prayers after death being availaale. So 


Heid. "Theſe notipns are as new as Gram - 


to me, nv LING we. authentic ne 


chis 7 es es 


28 75 The revealed will of God 1s 
ſired proof beyond all denial. Luke xivi 
29-5 The rich znan in hell lift up his eyes, 
being in torments.“ —“ They ſhall fit down. 
with Abrauam, haze and Jacob; in tlie king - 
dom of heaven: but the other shall be caſſ 


into utter darkneſs, where ſhall be weepiog 
and gnaſhing of teeth!“ He that believeth 


hall be ſaved; and he that beſieveth not ſhall 
be damned.“ Here chere in no ſuch thiug as 
5 paurgatory 
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purgatory to be found. It is only the blood bo 
of Chriſt that purgeth us from our has, and 3 
from all uncleanneis of fleſh' and ſpirit, to pre- pc 
lent our ſouls blameleſs and unſpotted to his e 
Father: By this underſtand thoſe that die in = 
the Lord need not our prayers and, thoſe fi 
— that die in their ſins, no prayers can avail ; 1 
for, © in the grave, there is no repentance“ 5 
As the tree falls ſo it muſt lie, whether it * 
falls towards the north or towards the ſouth; 4 
where it falls there it muſt lie.” There are 
only two extremes, north and ſouth, no mid 7 
dle way; on purgatory for it to fall in“ and | 1 
as death leaves us, fo Lt f will aſſuredly 6 
find us.“? 4 
lle would have pewserdedz but the topped. 1e 
bim, ſay ing. 2b how ay! have you bees 43 
in this opinion ? - - 1 
Gard. Ever fines God was nel to en- 
lighten me with his grace, to be attentive 1 
his holy word, and to be guided by it. 


Deid. _ e ever e of Ane church of 

| Rome * 15 
Gard. in my younger years 1 was; bt, 
though: mercy, being made ſenſible by the 
Scriptures of the corruptions and errors of 
that church, by the affiftance of worthy di- 
vines, F hope, with St. Paul, Nothing ſhall 
be * to —— me urn che love of God 
en n | — 
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which i is in Chriſt . Jeſus.”” I will not offend 
your ladyſhip's chaſte cars with the hiſtory of 
the debaucheries and wicked lives of divers 
popes, and moſt of the clergy ; but will pray 
to heaven to defend you from either luſt or 
revenge. And ſince I have, by a free confefs 
ſion, put my life in your hand, I humbly _ 
mit it to your goodneſs to | 
| Here again ſhe interrupted him, and FRY 
manded, Why the religion he profeſſed was - 
called Tas PxoTESTANT RELIGION F?“T 
" | To which he replied: As for being ſo called, 
I it is to diſtinguiſh it from that of the Romiſh, 
: [70 came from ſeveral princes and cities in Ger- 
| many, who, upon the preaching of good men, 
and their exewplary lives, proteſted -againſt . 
kf the uſurpations of the Romiſh church and its 
I errors. That was no new doctrine; but 
the truth of primitive Chriſtianity confeſſed, 
aſſerted and purged from the corruptions of 
P popery, taking the nn . of Gor for 
£ Its guide. : 
a At this Deidamia naked; a 0 chen 
taking his Bible, looked over the ſacred proofs 
he had turned down in order; and her co- 
lour went and came ſo, that he eaſily perceived 
her mind was labouring under ſome diſſicul- 
ties ʒ and ſo, giving him it again, ſhe went a. 
way without ſpeaking one: mon.” Ss 
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This fomewhat perplexed the gardener; fees 
ing the was diſpleaſed with what he had ſaid; 
but. her ſending for him privately to her chan: 
ber, the next morniag, under the notion of 


bringing her ſome choice flowers, baniſhed ail 


fear in him; When, they two being only left 
together, ſhe gently led him into the cloſet, 
and, {hutting the- door, to be more private, 
„Bergard, (fetching a deep ſigh) your 
yekerday's diſcourſe has much broken my laſt 
 Nigiit's reſt, I have been meditating on it, 
and kftnd abundance of reaſon in What you 


ay You have, (as was ſaid to St. Paul by | 


king Agrippa) almott ds req me to ve of 
ol opinion. Hos "4 Mer nn * ** n. 
wich to God, — ae tay: (replied 
50 b might be a humble inſtrument in his 
hand to do any thing that may redounTto his 
glory, and che good and welfare ob your pre- 
tious and immortal ſoul, without hazayding 
your temporal quiet and peace, or expoſing 
you to any danger; though for a crown of 
lite and immortality, alt earthly things are to 


this world's good but as droſs and dung, in 
in compariſon of enjoying Chriſt Jeſus. Well, 
ſaich ſhe, this is my aim; andy if God enables 
me, with his aſſiſting | —_ 'I hope, through 
his e ta attaiu it. 1 3 indeed, con- 


deſpiſed: And the holy apoſtle accounts all 


"9 | | tinued | 
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tinued ſhe, to my grief, obſerved the looſe and 


profane manner af living of thoſe that profeſs 


our religion; alledging, that a confeſſion, with 
abſolution, and ſome other works, will purge 
them from their ſins, and gain them that 
bleſſedneſs in the end, which I could never 
heartily believe they would obtain by them: 
and, fince I have more ſeriouſly conſidered 
God's word expreſsly to the contrary, I can- 
not believe that any thing, but ſincere and 


unfeigned repentance, in the courſe of an un- 


ſpotted life, can purchaſe, through the merits 


of my. Saviour, thoſe glories and tranſcendent 
bleſſiags that God hath promiſed to poor mor- 


tals.— She would have proceeded, but the 


falling tears ſtopped her utterance z and Ber - 


nard had an inward rejoicing to ſee her 
brought to this pafs. Whereupon he com- 
forted her with good advice, and the cordials 
of God's mercies and promiſes. In brief, he 


had made her ſeuſible of the errors ſhe had 
been brought up in, and then opened from 
point to poiat, the cheat of pretended miracles 
and relics; the impoſing on people with par- 
don and indulgence to get money; the whore- 
doms, murders, and inceſts- of many popes, 
- cardinals, and prelates of the Romiſh church; 
their unreaſonableneſs in prohibiting prieſts ' 
e which is immediately appointed by 
D God; 
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38 | 
and the allowing them by .canons and 
decrees, the embraces of concubines, or to 
commit adultery, exprefsly contrary to the 


command of the Almighty: Foraſmuch as he 


- has expreſsly ſaid, I hoſe that do theſe things 
Jhall not inherit eternal life.“ ie Sböld 
have proceeded; but, hearing the ſound of 
ſcet coming up ſtairs, ſhe haſted him down a 
back way, with ſo much precipitation, that he 
left his Hable behind him; which ws 18788 
ſeeing, locked up in a ſcrutore. 
Il have told you before, that father dend, 
tbe pꝛrieſt, forgetting his function, duty, and 
diſtance, gave way to bis unrtiy and laylefs 
paſſion, and was then blundering up fairs to 
find her in private; having, almoſt ffuſtered 


himlelf with wine, on pur poſe, either to be | 


more conſident in his wicked deſign, to tell 
| her the Rory. of his nauſeous love, or rather 
luſt; or that, if he was reproved, he might 
kave ſome {lender excuſe for his impertinency, 


and lay (as too many do) the blame of their 


folly ＋ that which is rather an aggravation 
of thek crime, (i. e.) their drunkenneſs ; and 
ſo ſurpriſed, however, he came, that putting 
his noſe over the upper ſtep, juſt as the garde- 
ner poſted out at the private door, he had a 


glimpſe of the back parts of his garments, as 


it e ee but at that ies he 
N * 5 took 


2 
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took no notice of any ſuch thing. Deidamia, 
ſeeing Antonio coming towards her in a very 
I pleaſant humour, demanded, with a modeſt 
decency, What occaſion brought him thither 


to diſturb her retirement? 


Ah! (ſaid the impudent prieſt, who: collk ö 
not long keep down his boiling paſſion) your 
two fair eyes, ({weet lady, like loadſtones, hive 


drawn me to you; that beauteous tempting 


face of yours has made me forget my duty to 
lord, and the truſt he repoſed in me,” Why! 


certainly, ſaid Deidamia (calling in patience: 


to bridle her paſſion) you are beſide yourſelf, 
Antonio — What mean you by this kind af 


diſcoutſe? I I am beſide my ſelf, (replied he, 


almoſt crying) your fair ſelf is the cauſe of it; 
whoſe beauty, like arrows, have wounded my 


heart and ſickened my brain: I wiſh 1 had ne- 


ver ſeen ſuch amiableneſs in womankind; but 
ſince J have been ſo unfortuaate as to be your 
fettered captive, take ſome compaſitoa on me, 
and caſe my ſufferings.“ What ſufferiags? 
replied Deidamia 8 or what Pan be 
the ſenſe of all this looſe tuff? © Why thea, 
replied he, to be ſerious, in plain-terms, I love 


you, and that ſo paſſinnately, unleſs you con- 


deſcend to make me ſuitable returns, I ſhall. 
have no peace or quiet; but muſt be ,miſera- | 


de aud wretched. * 4 2 ſaid che, 
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| „ | A 
4 be you ſo. What have you ſeen of any looſe fil 
| miſbecoming behaviour in me, that you ſhould | fe 
dare to ſpeak thus to me? | This, like a thun- | nj 
der- bolt, ſtruck him mute; ;: ſmoothing her | ti 
brows, and growing a little calmer, the faid, 
come, come, Antonio, J took you for another | tl 
man; you profeſs ſanctity, and admonithi o- | G 
hors: to lead a holy life: ls this pretenſiou ! 
real, or is it only feigned, to try my virtue? || u 
I proteſt, ſaid he, holding up bis hands, it is o 
real, and 1 cannot help it. Why, ſaid the, | fi 
d 
e 
] 


would you commit ſo great A wicked neſs, if you 

might, and make yourſelf guilty of a crime ſo. 
heinous? - * Ah! lady, replied he, if that be 

all, I can abſolve you by the power given me | p 

by the See of Rome: Conſent; and let me en- It 
joy you, your penance ſhall be Amt) eaſy. 2 
1 Will get a diſpenſation for your marriages | f 
vos from the pope, with pardon, indub f 
gences, or any thing for ſius paſt and thoſe | 1 
that are to come. Nay, I will do any thing, t 

ſo 1 do not fall under your Bilpleaſore:.- lint: | £ 
me alone for the reſt. And: 
his inſolence ſo much diſpieaſed the virtu⸗ 
ous lady, that ſhe could hear no more, nor 
bear it any longer, but commanded him out | | 
pol her preſence; yet, could not be rid of him, a 
| till the chreatened to call up the Teſt of; ber 
ſervants: Whereupon he went wuttering” 
| 8 Sp 0 „„ | -WWays 
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away; and, for two days after, as much as poſs 


fible he could, ſhunned coming into her pre- 


| ſenice, which much pleaſed her; for ſhe caul! 


not brew him, but with en and. deteſta- 


This attempt, . in one a. (thro? 


* over ruling providence and goodneſs of 


God, who is wonderful in counſel, and excel- 
lent in working, and can make the greateſt 
wickedaeſs of his creatures ſerve the purpoſe 
of his own glory) worked to her advantige; 

for ſhe believed now all true which the vi 


dener had told her, about the wicked debauch 

ed lives of the Romiſh clergy, fince this vil 
lanous prieſt had not ſcrupled to proffer the 
pope's pardon for no leſs than adultery, and: 
that before it was committed; by which meins 


or encouragement, {he plainly ſay it muſt coa · 
ſequently be that they frequently tempted ea - 


ſy and ignorant people to the com nid in of 
many ſins: Therefore, ſhe refolved to leave 
theſe blind guides, and take the word of God 
for her leader and inſtructor; forbearing to 
come to confeſſion, or hear maſs, ſometi mes. 
on pretence of indiſpoſition, and at other times. 
purpoſely by going abroad at the uſeal times 


of either, aad holding ſome other conferences 
with. the: gardener, which Ae to 88 


for: 


fully did, and gave praiſe to; God, who had 


42 TPTur-Fxtencn Ce EAT. 
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the religion ſhe had been brought up in; and 


having procured a Bible in the French tongue 
took ſuch delight in teading it, that whenever 
ſhe had time to retire, it was not out of her 
band; yet ſhe kept this as ſecret as poſſible; 


and, not being ready at it herſelf, got the gar- 


dener to turn her down ſuch proofs as were 
the ſtrongeſt arguments againſt the errors of 


popery, and where the abominations of the 


myſtical Babylon were pointed at. This he joy - 


made him inſtrumental in ſo good a work; 


of pretended ſaints; and, though the found: |} 


5 


. he was not ignorant his life was lia- 
ble to pay for it, if it were diſcovered. She 
likewiſe laid aſide her beads and crucifix, con- 
verſed no more with roſaries, or the legends 


ſome temptations and fears at the beginning; 
yet, frequently praying to God, the overcame 


Satan's wiles, and found abundance of joy and 
comfort enlightening her ſoul; ſo that ſhe 
could not forbear breaking out into raptures | 


of praiſe and thankigiving for the wonderful 
change (by ſo — and vnezpeted means) 
* in her foul. 


Wit 
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- Abit this virtuous lady and the gardener 
held their private correſpondence, in diſcour- 
ſing of the things of God, and encouraging 

and exhorting each other ta perſeverance aud 
ſtedfaſt neſs in the truth, Antonio 8nd Frono - 
vius equally · burning with luſtful deſire to en- 
jay the fair Deidamia, were plotting and con? 
triving how their lawleſs deſigus might be beſt 

brought about, though each plotted by bims 
ſelf; for, as yet, they were ignorant of each 
ather's: paſſion. | The villaioous prieſt, as yqu 
have already heard. had been repulſed with 
indignation by the chaſte lady, which in ward- 


ly tormented him; and brought him almoſt. to 


his wit's end; but the other, Fronovius, had 
made no ll of her virtue, and wanted a fa» 


vourable opportunity to doit; and, therefore, 


he thinks, meditates, and caſts many things in 
his mind, till at laſt bis paſſion emboldening 


him, he was reſolvèéd to break the ice with a 


letter; and, if ſhe took no notice of that, to 
ſecond it with a perſonal addreſs : But, how 


he ſhould do this with privacy and ſafety, he 


Was at a ſtand for a time; for he faared to 


truſt any body to deliver it, leſt: his criminal 
love ſhould take air; and to deliver it himſelf 


would look too daſtardly, as if he was not ca - 
pable, or, at leaſt, durſt not ſpeak for himſelf : 
however, iu a little while, he met with a fit 

| oppor- 
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opportunity; for Deidimiz accidentally didp · 


ping her handkerchief, as ſhe paſſed : through 


a large gallery that led to her apartment, he 


carefully took it up, and folding up his letter - 


in it, which he had ready ſealed by him, he 
gave it to her gentle woman to give it to her 


lady, tellisg her be found it in the long gal- 


lery. The gentlewoman knowing the hand- 
kerchief to be her lady's, immediately carried 
it to her, who received it from her, without 
knowing any thing of a letter being in it; and 
afterwards accidentally taking the handker- 
_ chief out of her pocket, the letter dropped out 
upon the ground, Which ſhe taking up, and 
looking upon the ſubſcription, was extremely 
ſurpriſed to find it directed to herſelf; and, 
haſtily opening it, was much more ſo, to et 
the contents thereof as ane "LEE 


ARD ON me, moſt lady: Deidamia, i if 

| P your beauty makes me forget the ſtation 
F am in, and emboldens me to own a paſſion I 
have laboured in vain to hide. To be brief, 
dear lady, Fam fo captivated by your charms- 
and ſingular perfections, that I am conſtrained 


to ſay, I love you infinitely above all mortal 
creatures; and ſince it feems to me unreaſonable 
- that any one man ſhould monvpolize ſo iueſti- 


mable a treaſure re” me leave to bope, and 


W+ 
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de not- buffer me to e 10d 4 but 
render the balm of your kindneſs to cute 
the wounds which your bright eyes have 
made in Faar: otherwiſe moſt wretched er.. 
„ | 
1 00 8  Fronoviy 8. 

The e of his 3 fled hay "is 
bluſhes, anger, and amazement, at the unpa- 
ralleled boldneſs and villainy of the author of 
it, and at firſt ſhe was reſolved to commit it 
to the flames, or to tear it in pieces; but, up- 
on ſecond thought, ſhe laid it up in her cloſet, 


where ſhe vexsd and fretted herſelf that ſhe 
Ves thus left among ſuch ungratefut wretches, 
| that dared ſo much to ſuſpect her virtues, and 
meaſure them by their own wicked and filthy 
inclinations, as to preſume ſhe would: defile- 
ber matriage-bed 3 being more grieved for this 
diſcovery than the former; for ſhe knew the 


prieſt had ſomething of the libertine in him, 
but this man ſhe had held to be honeſt. and 
virtuouſly inclined till now; aud to him ſhe 
thought to have diſcovered Antonio's folly, if 
he per ſiſted in it, that by ſhame and reproofs) 
he might have reclaimed: him. But now ſhe: 
ſcarce knew whom to truſt: and could not 
therefore but tremble at che apprehenſions of 
ſome violence chat might d be olfered her from 
ali | bh thoſe 


* 
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thoſe luſtful miſcreants, whoſe fight now very 


much diſpleaſed her. She thought once or 


twice of diſplacing them; but found their au- 
thority in the family was ſo great, rhat, i in her 
lord's abſence, ſhe could not do it: whereup- 


on, ſhe fell on her knees, to implore God's 
mercy and protection, commending herfelf 


wholly to bis care and providence, and beg - | 
_ ging of him to de Her PS 20d - | cat 


tor. 5 F. . * 


Though, Deidamia's ind; on thoſe fare 
priſing attempts on her honour, was vatiouſix 
toſſod, till, at laſt ſhe came to à ſettled reſolu- 


tion prudently to conceal what had paſſed, at 


leaſt till her lord came home, for fear of ſcan- 
dal and diſturbance: yet Fronovius might 
well read in her countenance, whenever he 
came into her preſence, that ſhe had read his. 
letter, and how ſhe veſented it; which made. 
him ſtruggle to overcome his paſſion, but in 


Vvain; for like oil thrown on fire, the oppoſi- 


tion his lewd deſires met with, made him burn 


the fiercer; ſo that he reſolved to find an op- 


portunity to throw himlelf at her feet, and 


: diſcover :his' paſſion to her by word. of mouth; 3+ 
and, whilſt he waited for a convenient time 
and place to do it, he petceived the gardener 


often to go in and out very cheat ful, as highly 


ee and contented; 4 * though he only 


„ carried 
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carried her fruits and flowers, yet his frantic 
paſſion and jealouſy made him believe there 
was ſomething more in it. Antonio, the prieſt, 
bad alſo obſerved the like, and had much the 
ſame ſentiments, which emboldened them the 
more to perſiſt in their wicked and unclean 
deſires, aud to continue to perſecute the chaſte 
lady with their deteſted proffers of lawleſs love; 
concluding, that if one of ſo low a rank could 
be in favour, they, in time, could not miſs 
of obtaining what they ſought; and ſo blind- 
ed with paſſion, and prrſuing what, they aim · 
ed at, (though, as has been ſaid, unknown to 
each other,) they kept a watchful eye over 
the actions of Deidamia ; whoſe mind was ta- 
ken up in coutemplating the divine perfections 
of HIM, who is fairer than the children of 
men; being every day more confirmed in the 
truth of her religion, bleſſing. and praiſing 
God, who, by ſo wonderful and unexpected 
„nne, had brought her out of darkneſs and 
errors, into the marvellous light of HI 
truth, and engaged her heart to embrace and 
entertain it above her chief joy; partly look- 
ing on the troubles ſhe had from Antonio and. 
Fronovius, thoſe brethren in iniquity, as temp- 
tations or trials, to confirm her the more, by 
overcoming them, in the doctrine ſhe had ſo 
e embtaced: ; in which lhe irmly reſolved. 
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to perſevere. againſt 0 wee what | N 


ever. 


But, whilſt theſe thi ings paid. Franovies 1 
bad received no other anſwer to his letter, but 
Deidamia's angry and much changed counte- 
nance towards him, which he would not take F 


for an abſolute repulſe; aad, therefore, Was 
reſolved to have ber poſitive anſwer. To ob- 
tain which, as. Deidamia was one (morning 


leaning upon the window. in her chamber, 


and looking into the garden, he ſtole ſoftly 
up ſtairs, and was got into her chamber, 
juſt behind her, before the heard him, when 
ſuddenly turning about, and ſeeing him in a 
dejected poſture, the was very much ſurpriſed, 


and trembled at the fight, whultt he, by many 
words, endeavoured to ſhew the greatneſs of 


his paſſion; but having ſome what recollected 
her ſpirits, ſhe, with an angry countenance, 
ſpake to him thus: Why! now now, Fre- 
novius, what buſineſs have you here, thus to 
zeal into my chamber unawares ? Tnis is ſuch 


an affront, a piece of impudence and rudeneſs, 


us better becomes a thief than the ſteward of 
my houſehold; and yet the filthy crrand that 
you come on is far more criminal than your 
coming. What have you cver ſeen of light - 
neſs in my carriage that ſhould make you 
1 e or give you the leaſt hope to 
» ſucceed 


WW 
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es in your unlawful ahd wicked dsüires? 


F. 1 command: you to be gone: and know, that, 

it yo perſiſt in your impudegce and filly, 

3 | will ſpeedily take the 

iſſue ia our deſerved! ace and | copfu- 
fiod. N + MET A, iT by 115 


18 methods chat Hall _ 
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lie would have! NINETY due the forthwith 
went e her e and would not near 
die m. ; | 57 . FC) | 45 f 11 | * 

bis nude enki 0d eie n ee 
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made mim hopeleſs; but, after f- me reflection, 5 


he ſtrongly fancied that the oppoſitioa he inet 


With proceeded not from the lady's virtue, but 


from the greater inclination ſhe bad to ſome 5 
rival who enjoyed thoſe favours: which he had 4 


been purſuing; and he ſuppoſed the gardener 


to be the man; becauſe; he had received ſome 
particular marks of her favour; ſince the de- 
parture of Count Alanſon. Being thus per- 
ſuaded, he was reſolved, if it were poſſible, to 


make 2 plain diſcovery: and, to this end, be 


planted. himſelf privately one evening near 


the back · ſtairs that led out of the garden into 


thoughe/this 0 8pofed e muſt come ;) and, 


; * to dhe Kaiken: tlie dark · 


nia's apartment; (for that way lle 5 


cod, he had not waitad zöng before a per- 
con came bre agd went up"thoidRairs, whoin 


— 
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filled. Vronovius with confuſion, and al-volk 7 Y 


5 "Tas Fxaxcn, Convent. 175 
0 of the night hindered him from diſcern · 
ing. who the perſon was that. went by him; 
bot he douhted not but it was the gardener : 
Fo and, having likened at, the bottom of the Rairs, 
5 hearing no door. open, n nor any key to turo, 
he imagined. the door was left open on pur- 
. pole; ud, therefore, reſolved to go up him 


4elf, and {urpriſe them in the very act ot their 


_ unlawful love. He bad no ſoonet reſolved 
thus, but he heard ſomebody. come ſoftly down 

| Kaits: : 58 ſoon as the perſon came to the bot 
tow of the ſlairs, Fronovius boldly. ſeizes on 
Him, and demanded what buſigeis he had there 


At that- late time of night; ; but was extreme- 


uy ſurpriled to meet with, inſtead of Bernard 
the gar dener, Antonio the prieſt, who then 
Fronovius thought, had been with Deidamia. 
Upon which, ſpeaking big words to Antonio, 
and threatenipg to kill him for the diſhonour 
be bad done bis lord, ip: violating: bis bed; 
the poor Prieſt, (wo wis almoſt dead wich 
fear, and, extremely confounded: at ths acci- 
dent), trembling, told Fronovius, that, if be 
would ſave his life he wöuld ingenicufly tell 


him all he knew 3 which Fronovius promiſiug, 


Antonio told him the-ſtory.of his; love-addret- 
oe es Violent paſſion, and the xepulſes be met 

with. hat, however, being jealous of the 
_ Sceher, ad not ot Hoding bümein his 92 85 
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671 it ſeems Deidamix had newly appointeit : 
bim another, unknown to Antonio) ſuſpected he Loc 
might be with his lidy3' where deſiring to de- 
tet him; and briog him to puniſh:nent, he bad 


undertaken to chme at this unſeaſon ible time; 7 


but the doors. being Faſt locked, and after an 
long' liſteniag \ heafing' no- ſtir nor whiſpering, | 
was returoing back again to witen a more fa- 


vourable opportonity;: that: he miglit not, on 
ſlight ground, or aged buy luch a thing: 


to their charge. - 7 
£ Fronovius, finding! the peielt 55 de⸗ n Ke. 
pulſed and reproved, as well as h. * and thit 
bis thoughts were the ſame with his, as to the 


{aſpectey, rival, huſhed his preſeat! fears, and 


declared. to bin, though ſomewhat darkly, his 
own affections, G. They went to Anto 10's: 
chamber, herg they entered into a combinz- oy 
tion o bellih and malicious, that it brougnt 55 


many woes and ufſeries both to the virtuous! 


Veidamia and the gardener; ; till, by the mer 5 
ey of God, to, the thine aud confuſton of the 5 
contrivers, they were turned Oy. bleflings 85 


to rejoice the injured, and ito. clear their 
innocence, alter mau ine npreſn ne futter 
ings. | 4 1 11 1 E 9 9 * 4E Hz FIT. 

- Whilſt chele wicked men” were is plot · 


ting to revenge their repulſes, 'Dzidamix was 
thoughtful of her lafety: Sometimes (he de- 8 
8 L. „„ termined. | 


Woo Tyr aue Convent, 


— 


55 termined: to write to Alanſon, to remember is 
promiſe, and haſte his return; but then ſhe 


concluded, that, though his preſence mighe | 


_ reform. theſe diforders, to deſert his command, 


upon Aan Private occaſion. would. derogate | 
flom His; honour 2 ,, ac d then, the conſidered, - 


that the could not hide. from him the religion 


; the had embraced ſince. his departure, For, the 
5 could not diſſemble, if the. was taxed with. it; 


_ ang, though, bis company was dear to ber, 


yet the enjoyment of the other was more pre- 


cCionps and preferable 3 and, that, i in conipariſon 


of the ſove of Chriſt, all the love io tie worll.. 
Was but of little value. At another time, he 

thought of, retiring to her pa rents; but ſhe 
fkancied this would be diſpleaing: to her lord, 
3 . bs, his s abſcrice, we loud leave the S0. 3 


YI to 88 care 15 his departure 3, theſ: things, ſe 
riouſly Wei hed, the rciobred to rem un at 


home, thinking time. would cure the wild dif 


> orders that were In; Hs. minds of thoſe Ip) 
wicked {cryants... 


After this laſt 10e the 0 es to her cio 


| Gt; where ſhe had not been long ere the. gar - 


DP dener came to preſent her with a p per he had 


dr. a up. by her order, of the fun Jancarit 
points of, the Proteſtant religioa, 3 in .oppoition, 


e 5 one Wag! e with the 1 


— 


* r 4 as 4 


| 

8 
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thier" and tried by Scripture and the fathers 


of che primitive times. She accepted this pa- 


per very kiadly,. promiſing. to look it over art 

leiſure, as a matter ſhe had much deſiced to be 
informed 10. »Whereupon he retired to his 
labour in the garden, whilſt a bribed ſpy⸗ their 

enemies had ſet on the watch, waz running to 


give information of the girdener's being with. 


the lady. Fronovius was out of the way z 
Antonio hafked as faſt as he could and ſoftly Sn) 
opening the ſpring lock, impudentiy entered 
the chamber, drawing the curtains of her bed, 
in hopes of finding what he looked for there; 


but miſſing his purpoſe, he ſtole th the ſide of 


her clolet, directe] thither by her voice; ot 
the pious lady was fallen on hers Faces, Jan 5 
3 e ounkes: foul to Goel d theſe: 
words - by. he 9 age | | ? FF In tal : Hd "PD 
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Auosr \ Bleſſed Godt bak ne a 
ther of mercies, and the God of all 


confolgtionsui] bleſs and praiſe thy. holy- name, 
that thou bat enlightened: the eyes of my un- 
derſtanding with the knowledge of thy:bleffed 
truth, l that thou haſt delivered me from 
he: darkneſs: and ignorance of- theſe aytichriſ-- _ 


tian errors, wherein! L. have. lived ſince my 


| childhood, and halt revealed:the ſaving know! 
; ledge: of: thy will . as it is contained. 
EL Je e in; 


8 — — 
. . ' 7 


34 an Race Content; 


ll; 0 ay bleſſed. word, the-Holy: Seriptures ; 20 
gatreng then my heart in, the ptofeſſion of thy 
truth! and grant that 1 may never return 


back again to the popiſni idolatry and ſuperſti- 
tion, nor be under the eonduct of thoſe;biiad 
guides any more, whatever ſäfferiog and trials 
I may de liable (65/08; AO I on that 

account. 5 2 8 e $47 5-2 n A 2% vy. 
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Theſe pious We of der. Tout, Amos. 


bo = to his great amazement, heard, and knew 


not what to think, whether he ſhould diſcover. 
: bimſelf or retire; but, at laſt, wickedly ſup» 


poſing the fear ſhe would conceive, left he 


| ſhould diſcover-what ſhe had uttered againſt 


the Romiſh religion or that, as he conclu- 


ded, ſhe was a nugonot, as they call Proteſ- 
tants, might induce her to comply with bis 
luſt, he preſented himſelf before her, rudely 


opening her cloſet door, ere ſhe had time to 
riſe from her knees. This continued io pu _ 
dence of bis much troubled her ſpirits; wheres 


upon, riſing haſtily, the! forcibly pulled the 
door, after ſhie had. given him a thruſt back, 


2d. locked herſelf in. However, itlunhappily | 
8 fell out, that, i 1a this diſorder, not taking that 


caie, as at another time ſhe-wonld have done, 
the paper which, the gardener bad newly 


.= . ate with R . thutting the: dgor; 


OTH 


2 EE 


„ 
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* out of her coat and, unperceived by 


her, was ſhut but of the cloſet; which Anto- 


nio took .carefully up, and put it in his ee 
et, telling her, though theo door was ſhut a- 


gainſt him, he had heard: how ſhe had apoſt a- 


— from her religion, and hom wickedly the. 


0 ic church, | 


and, what : -miſchiefs he could do her,; if „ 


ſhoutd diſcover it; vet, for the love he bore” 
here? if the would: ien to-crfs His paſſion, it 
hould be buried iu eternab oblivionʒ but, ik 
tue nefiaſdy) the had: now wee an r 


dan „ hard V7 mn ty Prank: 


The pious - Haden (whoſe. Pane ve -- 
this wretch bad iaterrupted) bridling, as much 
as lruman krailty. cbuld du, her piſſion, com- 
manded him, in mild terms; to be gone, ane 


not. wound her chaſte ears with bis bated: d 


courſe. Akainſt the injury be threatened; 


the: truſted in God/ for protection, who. is & 


firong: tower for the fafety of all choſe that fly 
to him; and ſhe doubted not, when ſhe had 
an opportunity to make her lord ſenſible of 
it, he would, through the favour. of Snag 


: God "concur with her in her opinion- 


Antonio, finding himſelf diſappointed ĩ in Nis). 


main expectation, and thoroughly-nettled with 


this anſwer, particularly che conclufſion of it, hs; 
Wy e and mattering to him- 
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lf, and i in the antichamber- 'migc:Fronos 
Who, upon later notice, was haſtenidtg: to him 
to whom he told-alb he had ſeen and heard; A 
This made the conſult to take new meaſures; ch 
and, iv eoncluſion, reſolved her chaſtity, or 
hte ſhould: be ſacrificed to cheir revenge. This fi 
was no ſooner concluded on, but Antonio re- 
membered that paper he had taken up; and, ck 
taking it out of bis pocket, knew it to be the . 
3 hand, and, at firſt, ſuppoſed it to k 
be a love letter that might diſcover the intrĩgue bj 
NS mig bim and: his lady, was highly pleateds It. 
but he had ſcarce read it-half over, ere he 
found ſuch weighty arguments againſt the 
church of Rome, levelled fo directly againſt t 
ber tottering foundation, as not only.; puzzled: 
his underſtanding, but made him ſtorm at 2 
ſtrange rate; whereupon Fronovius took it 
out of his hand, and read the reſt, and in the 
dloſe, theſe words; viz. . Virtuous lady, theſe 
arguments, PRO &conTRaA; 1 ſabmit, to your 
greit wiſdom, being very joy ful ia having, un- 
der God, been a poor initrument in enlighten 
ing your-underſtanding to diſcera, mm om: 
| falſehood. |, OTE” * 
This left chem no 1 in e oa dhe 1 
e was, that (as they tet med it) had indu- 
ced he. to apoſtatize, aud become. an heretic, 
. for eee, Loy cox. favours 
r N _ the. | 


* - 
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IF 


mould come to underſtand their criminal paſ-⸗ ay 


that fupendous wickedneſs, which they them 1 


| the family, he declared, how his lady (fiace 
bis ford had been abſent) had been 8 


| heretic gardener, a fugitive weetchy) that had! 


CCC 


in e eien . 5 to pee her filling | 


Tn Ebbe een 775 * 
ſhe denied them; whereupon, they vowed a 
bloody revenge. / But, fearing that the love 
Alanſon bore her would ndt be effaced by the 
change of her religion, eſpecially when he 


fion for her, and practices againſt her, they re- 
loved to make ber parents bear the blame * 


ſelves deſigned to be the actors of for they 
knew. that her parents were extraordinarily: | 5 
bigatted to the Romiſh church; and ſd were 
the lixelieſt to deal with in this matter. Where- 
upon - Anténio immediat ly poſted to them, 
and defiripg a private conference with the fa- 
ther, and mother, after many: 'bypacritical ſhe ws 
of ſorrow for the diſgrace thit-would befk 


— LI 


from the Catholic religion by a Hugonot, à 


been taken in, ſome years ago, upon inte 
He urged, what difhonout it would be to cheir 
family, , the danger ivcurred by the king's e- 1 
dicts; and, laſtly, the loſs of her foul; if the - — 
was not timely recovered and brought to the 
right fold, from whence ſhe had Shred 
ſtray ed. Then he began to magnify the . 

ous cale and pains he had taken to keep her 


1n to: 


8 TAE e en Convert 4 
: enen an” unperdonab'e ſin; but that the 7 
devil had. been too hard for his induſtry and . 
labaurs, through God's high fufferance, to 
briog ſome great jadgment 4g Very Tor: her | 
_ hiughtineſs and contempt, & 255 
This being delivered in a tone very moving 
and paſſionate, ſeeming altogether” in pity to 
Deidamia, made her father figh, and the old 
lady burſt out in tears, wiinging their hands, 
and er sd the mif ries of their aged 17206 | 
in (as they then termed it) worſt of misfor- 
tunes that could befal them; that the O 
branch of their fimiiy, that ſhould convey ie 
to poſterity, had mide” herſelf a cafb away ; F 
for ſo, in their p:\ſronate mood, they expreſſed 
her to be. a btonio Was glad to ſee them thus 
_. wrought upon; and the ſtorm of - their firſt 
23 © api, nn itlelf, being allayed by falling 
tears, they "began to conſult more maturely 
liow this uriefortune might be reverſed ; and, 
after many things were debated, Ad togio?s de- 
vice of lodging her ia a nunnery, (Where be * 
might be reſtrained from heretic books, as he | 
_ ſaid, and the company of any ſeducers, aud. | 
alſo be iuſtructed by virtuous nuns till her lorck 
came home, and deterinined whit IDE. far- 
cher be done in it,) was approyed. E 
What was to be dene wich the ae c 
- Was the wagt to: be coaſults ad 5 whether to- 
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, make him away ſecretly, or deliver him up to 
. juſtice; the prieſt was for the for mer, but 
the parents“ conſciences were tender in that, 5 
and could not conſent to ſuch Wi kedoeſs; 5 
but Antonio alledged, that the whole affair 
would be made public, if he were del. vered up 
to juſtice, aud their daughter would be 
1 1 brought 1 in as criminal; and, perhaps, for her 
I Obflinacy, her lord might loſe his honours and 
1 prefer ments at Court. This made them con- 
iger farther, and, at laſt, leave it to the wick» | 
1 ed prick, or:thoſe he ſhould appoint, to do „ 
Ihe or they pleaſed. They would have bore _. 
4 him company to Alanſon's houſe, to ſee What 
F, || their: perſuaſions might do; but he urged; W 6 
a 


would only be a means to diſcover the-matterg 
chat it would be beſt for them to cometand 
moderate things when the Count came home; 
>. af which be would give them the fipſt- notice; 
Y | ſince, at preſent, what was. to be done, requi · 
5 red ſecrecy 2 that, in the mean time, ſne 
would-be, provided for AS became her quality; 
* aud, that ſuck. z place as he mentioned, with. 
4 1 time and. company, were the beſt cure to juftle 
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| thoſe wild notions. out of her head : Upon 

> which they only ſent benz letter, Ft Wenk 

ved not to go themſelves: So Antonio re * | 

I turned; well: Gags to hit wicked compa- 2 
on nion. inna, 12011. 12 r 0 tp, W EY a 1 
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61 Deidamia, ho was ignorant of this, miſſing 


her paper, anck not doubting which way it 
went, taking more care for Bernard the gar- 


dener than herſelf, thought by it he would 
be diſcovered; "viliercfore. the. ſent for him, 


gave him a handful of gold, and commanded 


him to 4hift for himſelf; telling him what had 


paſſed and the danger he was in. This com- 
mand he ſeemed exceeding loth to obey, and, 


With tears in his eyes, proteſted, that for the 


lake of his religion, and, ia her defence againſt 

any injury or violence, he was willing to:ex+ 

We his life; but ſh- urged ſo many things to 
his departure, that he promiſed 10 do 


5 and ſo they, with ſhedding Nee 255 


| | tak a. long fare wel of eich other.. 
Bernard was preparing to depart, 3 


nio returned with his orders; whereupon Fro. | 


Lenins clapped him up iu a dungeon, and that 


- fea cliffs, and and tlirom him thence head long; 


and tbitber dag carried him in a ſack, on a 
F . gagged and bou d; but finding a velle}, 
thruſt into a creek, very near the cliffs, one 
ol them inquired, and found it belonged to a 


French plantation in the Wieſt Indies; Where- 
upon, they took the method of:; Joſeph's bre- 


= thren with the Iſhmaelites, to make the beſt 
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bird, two ruffians to carry him to the 
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| deſerved to die, for perverting his lady to he- 
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ole it; ſo he that came to inquire, demanded 
of the, 1 e Lot if he wanted a luſty ſervant? 
He told him; yes; then he returned, and took 
the gardzner out of the ſack, ungagged and 
unbound him, and told him that though he 


reſy; yet they had compaſſion upon him, aud 
would only fend him to do penance, for a flave 
in the Weſt Indies, and bid him accept of it 
thankfully, and without muttering; and 
thereupon they delivered him to the nates of 
the veſſel, of whom they received twelve 
crowns. After which they returned, and 
gave an account they had thrown him, with 
a great ſlone about his neck, from à fifty-· foot 
cliff into the ſea; and for it received the re- 


ward promiſed cheg. Nor was Bernard un- 


willing to go with his new maſter, finding 
Providence had changed the death that was 
deſigned him only into ſlavery, from whence 


he might hope in time to be releaſed. But 


his care was greater for Deidamia than him- 


ſelf; for he had been uſed to misfortune, and 


inured-to ſeveral hardſhips. And her grief 


Was no leſs, that ſhe found herſelf conſtrained, 


as ſhe ſuppoſed, for his ſafety, ſo abruptly to 
part with the marf that had been an inſtru- 
ment in the filling her heart ſo full of heaven- 
Wo cotſolations 1 and had not laid her com- 

FP . TOY mands 
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mands on bim to write to ber, or otherwiſe to 
give ſecret notice of his abiding- place, (that 
the might have had tarther converſe with him, 
and be n. ore ſtrengthened by him in the pro- 
feſſion of that truth he had inſtructed her in, 
and which ſhe was reſolved to abide by,) till ſhe 
fourd means to reſtore him to his place again. 


- Whilſt ſhe was penſive on theſe thoughts, 


Aixonio having, as I before told you, got a 


letter from her parents to her, wherein they 


laid their commands on her, & as ſhe teudered 
the favour of Almighty God, their bleſſing, 
and her own honour and ſafety, to be ruled 
and guided i in all things, till her lord's return, 
by her ſpiritual paſtor: (S0, being ignorant of 
his villainy, they termed this wicked prieſt) 
And, Whatever he perſuaded her to for the 


good of her ſoul and bodily preſervation, rea- 


diy to comply with ; to whoſe care and inte- 


grity, next to the heavenly! protection, they 


heartily recommend her till her lord came 
home: This was ſigned by both of them. 
And, Antonio having conſulted Fronovius a- 
bout it, they both came boldly to her apart» 
ment, when they knew ſhe was in private, and 


preſented it to her; charging her to obey it 
as ſhe tendered her ſafety. ; She no. ſooner. 
ee on it, but, aſking, them ſo many queſ- 


tions, that, by Antonio 's replies, ſhe was not 
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inſetifible they had traduced'her-to her parents; | 
and, after ſome juſt reproaches, told them, 


, 607303 ſhould not be long before ſhe would go 


and plead her own cauſe; and doubted not 
ſo to juſtify her proceedings to her parents, 
that the black villainy of her biſe and treach- 
erous accuſers ſhould be unable to ſully the 


brightneſs of her innocence.” This, at firſt, . 
ſtartled them; but; being. fully reſoived to 


proceed in theit; wicked deſigns,” they plainly 
told her, She was at their difpoſal, and that 
they had orders to carry her to a nunnery. 
where ſhe ſhould be honourahly uſed; but 
debarred from the deſtructive principles the. 
had lately imbibed, till her and their lord re- 
turned, to take the matter into his own hands, 
and determine how he pleaſed to diſpoſe of her. 
This inſufferable impudence of theſe luſt- 


ful wretches flirred up her:zeal to ſo much 
holy anger and deteſtation of what they pro - 
poſed, that ſhe, in a great paſſion proteſted to 


& die a thouſand. deaths, if it were poſſible, 
and by the moſt exquilite torments their hel- 
liſh malice could invent, rather than to be in- 
cloſed within the walls of à nunnery; whicu 


The was ſatisfied was no other than a fink of 


ſin, and plauſible colour for lewdneſs and de- 
bauchery. But they, without;replying, offer- 
15 to force her from the cloſet; ihe oppoſed 
Dirt 3 . +» | her 


N 
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; her firength againſt their rudeneſs: but Fred 


novius, who was the ſteward and governor of 
the family, had ſo. ordered the matter, that 
_ thoſe that immediately waited upon her, were 
then out of hearing; ſo that, without any o- 
ther interruption, than what her contending 
gave them, they hurried ber into a clofe cham- 
ber, in the remoteſt part of the houſe, where 
they locked her in, and 
ther, how they 'thould . convey her 
from thence.z whilſt ſhe,. who expected after 
ſuch treatment, nothing but a violation of her 
chaſtity, would much rather have embraced 


death and counted it a favour): was pouring | 


out her ſoul to God, and imploriag his help 
in this needful time of her trouble, and beg» 
ging of him to ſtrengthen her faith; till, on- 

ſudden, to allay the trouble and afflictions of 


her mind, ſuch beams ot joy and comfort dart - 


d into her ſoul, that ſhe aſſured herſelf, * that 
that merciful God, whoſe: gracious protection 
ſhe had been ſepking, would ___ out deli - 
verance for her in due time) 
Theſe conſpirators, by this time, had. come. 
to a reſult to rid themſelves, as they thought, for 
ever, from the fears they wereſin of their villain» 
ous practices being diſcovered; which was this: 


© Fronovius counterfeited a letter ian Alaa- 
ſon's hand, fo very xxactly, that if | himſelf: 
3 %%% tags 3 


to conſult far - 
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| had ſeen it, he might have been puzzled to 
diſtinguiſh 1 it from his own; and having! got- 
ten two ruffians ready, one dreſſed in the ha- 
bit of an officer, and the other like a ſervant 
attending him, Antonio' and his companion in 
| wickedneſs went to her with it, and failing on 
their knees, with ſome forced tears, humbly 
implored' her pardon for. the indignities they 


had offered to her; beſeeching her to be their 


good lady, notwithſtanding their follies, and 
they would never in the like nature offend, 
nor do any thing to diſoblige her; with ma- 
ny other proteſtations, and much feigned ſor- 
row for their rudeneſs and deſigns upon her chaſ- 
; tity, entreatiogher not to diſcover it to her lord. 


- Whilſt Deidamia was wondering what that 
048 alteration, in thoſe who had lately ſo 
rudely treated her, might mean, Fronovius de- 
| livered her the ier; ; in which . read theſe 
words : ES, 
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My dear TRE UN] NE ny : 
HOUGH I know, that 160 news which 
theſe lines will acquaint you 'with cannot 

be 0 to you; yet 1 copjure you, by 
our mutual affections, that you ſuffer not your- 
ſelf to be diſturbed, but hear what I ſhall tell 
vou with that patience and ſerenity of mind 


och: becomes Jou; 5 as e it is our 
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duty, in all that happen to us, to ſubmit to 


tbe Divine will. Know then my lovely Dei- 
damia, that, in a late encounter with a party 
of the enemies, 1 happened to be wounded by 


2 chance ſhot, which my ſurgeon tells me is 


mortal; and fearing that it may be ſo, and de- 
firing, above all things here below, to have a 
ſight of your dear ſelf, before I depart out of 


the world, I have ſent the bearer, Monſ. Du- 

rell, one of my captains, to conduct you to me 

forthwith, who is a perſon of that worth. and 
honour, that you may truſt yourſelt wich him 


without the trouble of any attendants, but 


what he brings with him, becauſe 1 would 
have you come as ſpeedily as may be: which 


is, at preſent, all from him, ES is, ed in 
life and deatb, | 


CHAKLEROY!, - Your faithful 8 1 
_Jaly 12. 1639» 51 . . Ds PTR. 


At the . of this the trembled, td 
| pale, and ſhed abundance of tears, being in 


the greateſt diſorder and confuſior imaginable; 


| entreating inſtantly to ſee the party that 
drug bt it; promiſing, on their renewing 
| their en treaties, not to diſcover their wicked - 


vels, if, by their future demeanor, they made 


an amendment for what had paiſcd and they; _ 
thereupon, 9 promiled, and led her 


down 


U ; 
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tain and his ſervant bowed very low to her ; 


and being before-hand inſtructed, anfwered all 5 


her queſtions ſo cunningly, that ſhe verily be- 


lieved the letter to come from her lord; and 
all that he f.id was true; deſiring them to re- 


5 67 
down into the hall, where the pretended cap- 


| freſh themſelves, whilſt ſhe fitted herfelf with | 


other-apparel, and took ſome jewels, gold, &c. 
along with her, Whieh being done, and being 


about four in the evening, the innocent dove 


committed herſelf. into the talons of | theſe. 
bloody vultures mounted behind the ſuppoſed 1 5 
captain, who had his infiruions not to let 


her ſee the next morning dawn. - Antonio and 


FVronovius pretended much ſorrow at her de- 
parture; but inwardly rejoiced, that, by this 
ſtratagem, they could get her eaſily into the 


trap, without noiſe and dilkurbance'; which 


kad they gane about to do by force, her cries 
might have brought reſcue, and prevented 


their villainous purpoſes. . The -curſed prieſt 
indeed would have firſt raviſhed her by him« 
ſelf and his companion, and then murdered 


her at home; but the other, confidering -that 


it would be difficult to diſpoſe of the body, 
contrived this way: But, I muſt leave 
them for ſome time, hugging theinſelves in 


their ſecurity, and tollow ihe deceived innocent. . 
Ihe bloody cut-throats having got the prize, 
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by her too much credulity; into their poſſeſ- 
| ſion, took all the bye: ways they could, eroſs - 
ing the country, and holding her in diſcourſe 
with many thiags relating to the war, and ſo 
ſpun out the time till the ſun was near ſetting, 
when coming, into a valley. between two vaſt 
woods,. in a place much, unfrequented, they 
rode into one of them, at a turning of a nar- 
row way, Where the {uppoſed captain ſtopped; 
and the ruffian that rode ſingle alighted, and 
ſuddenly pulled Deidamia from behind him; 
who, at ſo, unexpected a rudeneſs, trembled, 
and began to luſpect the treachery; nor was 


the other flow in diſmounting, when both 
carried her, farther into the wood. Upon 


this, with pitious ſhrieks and cries, ſhe de- 
manded the cauſe of ſuch violence; but 
without replying, the 'villiia who had car- 
ried her, drawing his ſword, directed it for 
the fatal thruſt, deſigning inſtantly to pierce 
her heart; whilſt, on her knees, ſhe was im- 


Ploring their pity and compaſſion, and entreat - 


ing to know in what ſhe had ffended to make 
them fo void of humavity towards a diſtreſſed 
lady, whom they had betrayed into that ſoli- 
tary place; being convinced that her lord had 
given them no ſuch commands: No, replied: 


they, That is true, nor do we know him; 
yas Antonio and Fronovius bave, and we aud 


is 
8 


\ 


ob! 


he 
m 
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fr 
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obey chem; beſides, you are rn heretic, and 
* * not to live. nee 

Deidamia now finding ſhe was berg by 
has wicked ſervants, into the hands of theſe 
mercileſs villains,” and ſeeing nothing but pre- 
ſent death before her eyes, ſhe poured out her 
ſoul to God in vehement petitions far favour 
. from his hands; and that. if he ſaw fit, ſhe 
? | thould live no longer here, that he would re 


j _ceive her into life eternal; and that rather, if 

ö it were required, ſhe might ſeal her profeſſion 
af the reformed religion, in which ſhe had 

. found ſo much heavenly conſolation, with her 

4 deareſt: blood, than be prevailed with to re- 
: cant it. But thou O Lord! ſaid ſhe, WhO = 
| delivered Daniel from the fury of the lions, : 1 
and the three c:ildren from devouring flimes, 
| canſt, if thou wilt,” in chis extremity,. deliver 5 b 


me from theſe blood thirſty men, whom I have 
in no manner injured but be it as thou plea» i 
ſeſt; ſo that my departing ſoul, when it leaves 
this mortal body, may find ſhelter in the arm 
of thy mercy.. The villains, who all this 
while, had eyed her, and faw her lovely in 
her tcars, troubled not themſelves about her 
religion, for their bulivels, was to murder herz | 
and, therefore, the pretended - captain, ſaid, 
* Lady, our time is ſhort, this iuſtant you | 
muſt die; 7 chere, * your mind for the 
1 | 255 
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fatal ſtroke: g0 this ſhe made no reply, but but 
continuing on her knees, with eyes uplifte l! 
to h:aven, ſighs and tears being the language 
of her ſoul, his i i:npious hand was about to 
give the fatal thruſt; but the other catched 


hold of his arm and e his word; and, 


after that, they whiſpered; but, ſhe knew 


not what they ſaid, all 1 Larchen attempt! 
revealed dh. © DR F 13 1 „ 3 55 , oh 


4 J 


They had no Wonder A edaerrtög⸗ bat 


5 they violently forced her down, and prepared 
to raviſh her firſt, and then put her to death: 


her cries, were upon this redoubled, and the 


| begged death rather than the loſs of her chaſ- 


. 


tity ; opening, ber boſom, and tempting” their 
ſwords to pierce it. But her beauty in this 


ſorrowful condition, was ſo charming in their 


Iuſtful eyes, that they were inexorable to her 


cries and prayers. Ol had Alanſon been but 


there, with What vengeance, at this piteous 


| fight, would his ſword; have been drawn to : 


their deſtruction and her reſcue; but he being 


ignorant of the wounds his dear lady was a- 


bout. to receive, Heaven interpoſed for her 
reſcue: for the. villains fell at diſcord who | 


ſhould firſt, enjoy her; and the coateſt grew 


o hot, that they diiputed it with their ſwords; 
and, in the duel, the pretended captain, moſt: 


forward in the > ilchict, was. run through tac. 


body; 


0 


body; and, 
his wicked ſoul into the hands of deith. Thie 
other being ſorely wounded, and fainting thro? 


loſs of: blood, gave Deidamia time to fly far“ 


ther into the woods 3 wandering ſo far, that; 


night covering every thing with darkneſi, Ale 
thought ſhe might now reſt a little to recover 


breath; and fo ſat down upon the ground: 


though the dar gers ſhe had ſo lately eſeaped 


from wicked men, and thoſe that the now fears 
ed from wild beaſts, would not a long 


ſuffer her to cloſe her eyes; however, ſhe 


ceaſed. not, with. earneſt prayers and ſupplica- 
tions to recommend herſelf" to God and im- 


plore bis aid and protection Who, by the late 
r her, had 


wonderful deliverance he had 
ſufficiently ſhewn her how able he is to ſive 


to the vtmott, even in the midſt of the greats 


eſt dangers. The conſideration whereof was 


a mighty allay to her preſent ſorrows, in the 


midſt of that forlorn condition to which ſhe 


Was reduced; ſo that, a little ſupported there 
by, ſhe, at laſt, fell into a ſound ſlecp; having 
no, other pillow than a turf of graſs, nor co 


The morn- 


vering than the canopy of heaven. 


ing being come, Deidamia again returned 
thanks to God, both for her late deliverance, 


and her laſt; night's preſervation :* earneſtly | 
8 of bim, * as * had 1 be- 


gun 
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: gun to deliver her, Nite ago, An dt own 
good time, complete it th his o, glory and 
her good; and that, though at preſent her af+ 
flictions were not joyous - bot grievous, yet, 
through God's over. ruling providence, they 
wight after wards bring forth for her the peace · 
able fruits of righteouſneſs; humbly deſiring 

the might be kept from harbouring hard 
thoughts of God, or of his truth and ways, 
which ſhe had ſo lately embraced, notwith- 


ſtanding any ſufferings ſhe had, or might meet 
with upon that account. And, having thus 
recommended herſelf to God, ſhe reſolved, if 
it were po 


thought to extricate herſelf, the more the 


found herſelf entangled and without hopes of 


getting out. The fruits, that at that time of 
the year grew upon the trees, ſupplied her 
with food; and the little purling ſtreams, that 
iſſued frm: ſome ſprings in the wood, fupplied 


her with drink: ſo that finding it impoſlible 


to get away, ſhe wos content to tarry there 


till the providence of God ſhould find out 
ſome way of deliverance for her; being ſatis- 
' fied in this, that the comforts of converſation; 
and other conveniencies that ſhe uſed to have, 


were abundantly made up in the communion 


| * en Joyed with God whoſe bleſſed es, 


To 
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flible,. to get out of that deſolate; 
pathleſs and ſolitary place; but the more ſhe 
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as the has ſince / cunfeſſed, did mare chan re- 
Pa tor all eee ee wants; ——ln. 
the poſſeſſion of which happineſs we will live 
$ for, a time, and look back to abet be 
came of the, ſuryiving ruffian. 1 
His companion, tas wel have ai PROPS 
was. killed in the conteſt, about which ſhould 
enjoy, or rather r aviſh Deidamia firſts. and he 
that ſurvived fainted away through loſs of 
blood, which, as we have already related, made 
way for. Deidamia's eſcapes But he recovering 
ia ſome little time, fognd means to ſtop its ef, 
fuſion.; and then, miſſing of. Deidamiag he 
made what ſearch he could for her, not fa 
much to avisfy his luſt, wich hisi loſs: of 
blood had pretiy much allayed, as to take a» 
way her life, that in time to come, ſhe might 
not be an evidence of his wickedneſs; but 
not finding; her after all his ſearch; he hated 
his companion, and returned to thoſe that had 
ſet them to work telling them, That Dei - 
damia, when ſhe tound ſhe muſt die by a ſur - 
Priſe, had ſnatched away his companjon's ſword, ' 
and ſlam him with it by an unlooked for thruſt: 
But himſelf had quickly reveuged it by her 
own death; and: had buried then both in a 
deep pit, to avoid diſcovery.“ This they be» 
"Io and. wm him what * nen be- 
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hey bad! Beard nothing ſince the permiſſion 
they gevb Antonio to carry d num 
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ing enighrlypleaiea, that now they were, as 
tliey-thongit at leaſt, out of danger... 


a Mhilſt theſe things were thus ed, Deine 


mia x parents were execedibgly troubled, even 


to tbat degree, that their ſleep departed from 


chem ; and 


hufe little flumbers that they 


ſometimes got, ware interrupted with firange 
and aunactemntable dreams; which were/alſo 
attended with an unuſual-melancholy, of which 
c. give no acrount. This made them 


ve toi inquire after Deidamia, of whom 


But Endnovius-: ade ind: 3 ſo 


aint g. to prevent their diſcovery of the vil. 


Jawy; chlät, or a ſumofi money, they engaged 


A certain abbeſs of Antonio's acquaintance, to 


acknowledge, When there ſhould be occaſion, 
that Dridamia had been brbught chither; but, 
that ſhe had made her eſcape from ee 
that ſhe knew not what was become of | 
nor could give any account of the reaſon of i it, 
but only by a note ſhe left behind her, in her 
chamber; which note bronovius, who, as we 
have already faid, had 


o like: Deidamia's that it could not beidiftin- 


Da Me had allo given che abbeis a 


ladder 


Fd 


a. notable faculty at 
_ -counterfenting of hands, had writ ina hand 
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iden, of ropss, by which it. was preted. 24% 
ſhe. lad made her eſcage. FPragoviag and Au, 
tonio, having ſo well laid their deſi zu wih 
the abbeſs, ke t poſſeſſion of Alanfon's houſe 
without controul. And, therefore, when Dew 
damia's parents came thither to enquire after 
their daughter, taey received them wity much 
ſeeming courteſy and kindueſs; and Frongovins | 
told them, That {though it had unhappilyx 
fallen out, that their lady had been pervertsccg 
to hereſy fince the departure: of the Count, 
her huſpand; yet, he had taken that care of / 
the family; in his lord's abſence, Which was | 
eguſiſtent with his duty; and that, as to his 
lady, the orders they had been pleaſed; to give 
to Antonio, to ſend- her to, a gunnery, hace 
been pounctually obſerved; and, be. hoped, by 2 
that means, ag1inſt the coming home of. theis i 
lord, ſhe migbt be again reconciled, una, her. 
mother Church; out of which there is no ſal- 
vation.“ Though this diſcourſe. of Fronovius 
was very plauſible, yet the parents of: Deida- 
mia were not at all ſatisfied with it; but de · 
fired to ſee. and diſcourſe wich her ig the nun- 
nery where ſhe was; which Frongvius ſeen 
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at | ready to aſſent to, and with Antonio, offered 
d their, fervice to accompany them thither; tel 
n- | ling them, they, had given a ſtrict charge 0 
2 the rages prevent any. heretics from omiag 
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to her, that none might be admitted to ſpeak 


Weith her but theihſclves, or by heir immediate 


order. ie ie Fe 
The de beiog be Wipe; Etisted 


with this anſwer, lay there that night, big with 
the hopesPthey had of leeing their daughter 


the next day; which being come „they went 


with Antonib and Fronevius to the nunnery, 
© but, were extremely ſurpriſed, When they came 
chither, to hear the abbeſs ſay, that the young 
lady had been too hard for her, and, votwith- 
5 ſtanding all her care and diligence, had found 
à way to make her eſcape but the day before; 


and then led them into the garden, ſhewing tbem 


the ladder of ropes ſhe got over the wall by; and 


then taking them into a room, that the called 


her Chamber; gave them the note which Fro- 
 Hovius left with her, aſking her parents if they 


knew that hand; they haſtily opened it, and 


** 


thought verily it had been Deidamia's Writing 
and then ion, found it o contain n 
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uy treacherous ſcrvants. | Dex. 
x 15 Her 


1 a wien forced 15 this te _ 
II my mind and conſcience, let none be 
troubled, that L have found means to ſet my⸗ 
ſelt at liberty ; and am gone to him, who, no 
Goubt, will right me of the 1 Fry done'me by 


1 
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Her parents, upon reading this letter, belige 4 
"ing it to be true, burſt fortli into tears for the 


Joſs of their daughter, not knowing now ia 


what part of the country to ſeek. for her: 
the only hope they had was, that ſhe was gone 
into Flanders to her huſband; to which opi- 
nion, Fronovius and Antonio both perſuaded 


them, from that expreſſion in the note, .I am 
gone to him that will right my injuries. Upon 
which, giving Fronovius a charge to be 2 
faithful ſteward in his lord's abſence;./theyire» 
© turned to their o- j houſe; where: they writ 
che following letter to the Count, e ſent it 
en Ae o Flanders. A bi SE lt 
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ve the Went 7 * en Colonel of the Ren 
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ee of Picardy. „ fr 


I 1 gh 4 : hs {244 oe vi. +f 
1 is eee eee eee that we 
vVrite theſe lines, which bring you the ſal 


tidings of the greateſt afflictian that ever betel 


you; and which, without the Divine aid, you 


will find it very hard to bears; but, hope; 


heaven will ſupport you under it. It is, in 
brief, the loſs. of Deidamia. I do nat mea 
by death, for, had heaven ordained it) ſo, that 


would have been far more eligible: But, alas! 
the i 1s loſt both to veal and all af ug and. 
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73 Tur Fazncn Convent. 
Abe is, fince your. departure, perverted to he- 
reſy and turned an obſtinate Hugonot; which, 
whilſt we endeavoured to reclaim her from, 
by conſenting, upon the advice of your chap- 


* 


lain, father Antonio, that the ſhould be put 


imo a nunnery, ſhe is eſcaped from thence, no 
one” knows whither. "The thought thereof 


has filled the hearts of myſelf and wife with 
ſuch inexpreſſible grief and ſorrow, as hath 
rendered us altogether unconſolable. Our 
only remaining hope is that ſhe may be gone 


to you; and that, if you have not already, 


you may yet hear of her in a few ee for 


ſhe left behind her in ber chamber, at the 


nunnery of St. Bridget's, whither Fronovius 


note LY 


| [Here they - inſerted 6 foregoing: 1660 ” | 
” "GAY were + orga by Fronovius. 5 


Na TN 
WRT is «hk note als that gives us ae 


10 hope that you may ſee her again; and, 1 
pray God, it may fall out accordingly. And, 


whenever this Joſt ſheep ſhall be found again, 


doubt not, but you will lay her in your bo- 


ſom, ,according to the example of our great 


me pherd; and, by your wonted love and ten- 


eee _ endeavour. to reſtore her 


as ain 6 


and Antonio e a the nt 
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again to the true fold and church of Qhieit 
to whoſe protedtivn 9 e 155 and ts. 
farewel. ET Hh 
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The Count ade was 1 80 0 trxaſportdl wich 
80 at the reading of this letter, that for 
ſome time he remained ſpeechleſs. His trou- 
ble was too great to vent itſelf in words; ſtill 
waters being always the deepeſt : bur ſoon af- 
ter, his ſorrow gave itſelf vent in the moſt 
paſſionate and feeling complaints; and then, 
calling for pen and ink, he wrote the follow. ; 
ing üer to- his father. 


s 


| Alanſon to Sieur Montaign. 


M43, (57/9 „ 

Received your letter, the contents whereof 

have brought that grief and ſorrow to my 
cls that will-continue there for ever, unleſs 
the fight of my deareſt Deidamia removes it. 
Her being turned Hugondt, 1 is not that which 
gives me- much trouble; it rather makes me 
think there is ſomething of good in thoſe o- 


pin ions ; or elſe, ſo much goodneſs and virtue 
as that of Deidamia's could never have em- 


braced them. Had you but let her alone in 
"i l. I had been d 1ul 3 „ but your 


endea- 


90 5 2 eee Convent. — 


endeavouring to reclaim her has been the ruin 
of us both: I am ſo tranſported with grief 
= and anger, that I know not what to write, nor 
would 1 Write at all, but come away immedi- 
_ ately, were it not for the hopes you give me 


deareſt Deidamia, that ſhe: Was gone to him 
.that would right her injuries,“ and that can be 
none but myſelf. Might 1 but recover her a» 
gain, ſhe ſhould not be miſtaken in her thoughts. 
It is in hopes of her coming that-l am content to 
ſtay here a little longer: for it is Deidamia a» 
lone can make me happy. Farewel, 


The . Sal returned with Alan- 
fila? s letter, it adminiſtered freſh gricf to Dei- 
damia's parents. For they thereby found, 
that by too gaſily yielding to Aatonio's deſi gos, 

they had not only loſt their daughter, but the 
affections of their ſon-in-law. In this ſtate we 


8 fit 1 in her ſorrowful ſolitude. 
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© mow the note found in the cbamber of my 
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will now leave them and make en A vi- | 


Deidamia, being in that lonely 8 each 
| day removed her habitation, until, at laſt, ſhe 
found a cave to ſecure herſelf from the inju- 
ries ot the weather; and, it was 2 quiet reſt». ; 
ing place for her in the night ſeaſon, for by ; 
Sung vp the; mouth of tue c cave, lhe cover · A 


r 
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ed Herſelf from all danger; which the looked 
upon, and thanked God for, as 4 great mer 
cy; and living upon the fruits which grew in 
the wood, (as I'faid before) ſhe ſpent her time 
wholly in prayer and meditation; and though 
her diet aud lodging was extremely changed, 
ret her health was both continued and increa- 
ſed; ' and the föund that promiſe made good 
unto her, As Try 893 is io n Ne e 
be. 5% jy #1 
She pad bbw lived amoſt oh months in 
this ſolitude; and the winter approaching, 
began to make the woods: - uncomfortable, and 
the cold extremely nipping: ſo that Deida- 8 
mia was forced often to wilk apace to get 
her 2 heat. One day, as ſhe had walked far- 
ther than ordinary, ſhe diſcovered ſome kind 
of an obſcure path ſhe had not ſeen before; 
and, though ſhe knew not wuither it wooks 
lead her, the was reſolved to' follow the tract. 
She travelled ſo far that day, that it was in 
vain for her to 'think of returning to her be- 
loved cave, where ſhe had lain ſo many nights; 


and, therefore, making the beſt mike that he 


could, ſhe ſat down upon the ground, and, 
recommending herſelf to the Almighty? s pro- 
tection, compoſed herfelf to reit. The next 
morning (he aroſe as ſoon as it was light, and 
triyelling forward, perceived her” path to be 
a like 


| 32 Tas, bases Coytenns 


1 Ils us, « hae more and more usto the pe- 
e day.” And, the was cacauraged to go 


not fancy. only; and, therefore, ſhe purſued 
her journey the more eagerly: The ſun” had 


— 


like that of the Jus r, which the wile man 


I becauſe ſbe fapcied, ſhs heard, the barking 
dogs; and,. after travelling a little farther, 
the was well, aſſured it was, 2 real thing, and 


not come to "tg, męridian, when the heard an 


uaguſual ruſhing among the buſhes, and ſtand · 


— 


ing Rill to knom what it might mean, ie per- 
ceived A grave oid man, with two dogs follow- 


„ 


ing him, come from among the. trees. They 


Were both alike ſurpriſed + at the interview; 
tar the old man, having never ſeen any human 
creature in that place before, could not; but 


be amazed to ſee a woman coming from the 
midi of the wood x,and, therefore, addreſſing 
\ kiwſelf to her, he inquired, by what mi- for- 


tune ſhe came thither ? entreating her not to 


be afraid, for ſhe ſhould. receive no harm from 


him... Deidamia, upon this, looking earn eſtiy 
upon bim, and perceiving his carriage, and de- 


meanqur to be Wat became the gravity of 


| has. P | ears, the. told him, ſhe. Was, indeed, in a 


. wild place, and knew not the way out again, 


To this: the od man replied, if the; would go 
with bim to his homely, cottages: his wife would 


e ner 4 6 the wood... Deidamia pre- 


244 . 


fa 


ö Tus pine G E. 83 


| fently accepted of his kindnels, and went with 
mat And after they had gotie about the 
pace of a mile; they came to his houſe, where 
| the good old woman (who was fomewhat' ur- 
„paid to ſee her huſband bring a ſtranger along 8 
1 | with him) roſe up, and received her very cours 
1 | teouſly, deſiring her to fit dW. and refreſh 
4 || berlelf: with!ſuctl homely fare a8 their cottage 
Q afforded, Which ſhe did; and then alked her 
. tarther, how ſhe came inte atbat place. Dei- 
r. | damia deſired they would aſk her no queſtions, 


„. | for the relation of her ſtory would but renew 


y her grief 5 only, thus much he would let 
; | them know, that her being there alive was 
ia | the effect of God's providence” in delivering 


ut | ber from wicked and blood thirſty men that 


be | fought to take away her life. Upon which, 
ag perceiving her to be full of grief, they alke 


or- her no more queſtions; but finding her very 


weary, they led her into a homely, but clean 
apartment, to repoſe herſelf upon the bed. 
Deidamia was mighty thoughtful what this 
aged; couple might be; and, whether or no, 


for her apparel's ſake, and chat gold, and thoſe 
jewels ſhe had about her, the might not fall 


of their company, ſhe could have wiſhed er- 


Fa 
« 2 5 


into as great a danger as that ſhe had formers 
ly. eicaped and though ſhe was, at firſt, glad 


nn her beloved cave W But her fears | 
were 
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were quickly over; when, by 4 French Bible, 
and other good books ſhe found in her room, 
| and, by the hearty pray ers 'of the good old 
; man at night, ſhe perceived they were Hugo: 
nots; 3 who, had. fled into that ſolitary retire: 
<> ment t for the fake of their religion This made 
her be much more free with them, bleſſing 
God for his providence in bringing her thither; 
and reſolving to continue there till ſhe could 
1 meet with an opportunity to return home to 
. the arms of her deareſt Alanſon: and the old 
couple, haviog underſtood her hiſtory more 
fully, by their pity and commiſeration, made 
| her abode with.” them more eaſy and the com- 
munion ſhe had with them in tue things ot a» 
' Hother world, weaned her from this in a great 
meaſure, So that here ſhe took up her abode; 
And continued with them not only that win- 
ter, but the year following, until ſhe was 
found out by her beloved Alanſon; to whom 
; it is time that we now retun. 
The Count Alanſon having tarried at the 
camp 2 whole month after the receiving of his 


father: in- law's letter, in expectation of ſeeing 
his deareſt Deidamia, began now to be impa - 


tient of tarrying any longer; and, indeed, 
5 during all that time, he was ſo much changed 
in his carriage, humour and converſation, that 
2 al thoſe with whom he uled 4 to ene in 


| 
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the camp tooł notice of it, he having abindon · 


ed himſelf to an extreme melancholy ; there- 


fore, deſiring of the king to go home, both 


for the recovery of his health, and for the ſet- 
tling ſome affairs in his family, he eaſily ob- 
tained it; and ſoon after, though with 2 hea- 
vy heart, arrived there: where his firſt buſi- 


| neſs was to enquire Sa Deidamia; but none 
of the ſervants could give any account of her, 
but Fronovius and Antonio, who gave him 
the lame account that had been ſent him by 
his father-in-law : after which, he ſternly aſks 


ed them, © How they durſt diſpoſe of their la- 
dy and miſtreſs, contrary to her will, without 


his conſent or knowledge?“ telling them, 
he feared, by the note ſhe had written, it 
was their treachery. that was the occalion of 
her loſs 3. which, if. he could but be.confirmed 
ia, he would take care they ſhould receive a 
puniſhment ſuitable to the greatneſs of their 


crimes.** At which Fronovius and Antonio 


began to tremble, and make the beſt excuſes 
for themſelves they could; alledging the con- 
| ſent of her parents for what they did. 
that did not all ſatisfy Alanſon, who ſoon diſ- 
£4 charged them from his ſervice, and reſolved to 
travel in ſearch A Deidamia, though he knew 
not which way to bend his courſe ; But, af- 
ter many a tedious journey, inquiring amongſt 


But 


; thoſe | 


* 
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F970 Who were favourers of Hugonots, he b 
could hear no tidings « of her; ſo that, full of b 
grief and ſortow, he led a retired melancholy b 
life in his own houſe, abſenting himſelf from b 
all company, and mourning like A turtle that Þ Þ 
had loſt his mate, though his friends, by all | > 
means” poſſible, endeavoured to comfort him; . 
perſuading: him to ſurceaſe his grief, for tant * 
it was probable Deidamia, by ſome misfortune In 
or other was dead; and, therefore, they ad vi- 0 
ſied him to thivk of a ſecond marriage, as. that 10 
which would reſtore his former gaiety, and hi 
make him forget Deidamia. But, the more b. 
they endeavoured to perſuade him, the more || © 
he was reſolved to the contrary; and, there. h 

. fore to avoid their continued dorboretatetes; | tl 
he fixed his refolution once more to travel'in hi 
queſt of her; which accordingly he did but cl 
without races: and, therefore, he reſolved to *) 
return again to his ewn houſe, and there ſpend 0 
the Temainder of his days 1 in ſolitude, © 
But, as he was returning home, in his way, 

he met witk a vaſt concourfe of people, and 
demanding the oce-fion of on gg Was told A 


for a murder he had Societe; ; upon which; 
CUI 1olity led Hün to fee tlie execution; and 
1 Setting pretty near, the malefactor caſt his 

| eyes upon bim, and 9 knew 7 kim ts | V 
| $ "be: 1 3 
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being ſmitten with remorſe. of conſcience, he 


beckoned Alanfon to come near, and humbly, 


begged his pardon for the wrong he had dane 
him. At this, Alanſon both , ſtarted and fell 


a trembling, fearin git Was far her murder the 


criminal was to die; but coming nearer, the 
malefactor aſked him, If he had heard any 
news of his lady?“ and then in tears confeſ : 
ſed, a That himſelf and another had been his 
red to murder her, to which end they carried 
her into a great wood, (Which he named. to 
bim) but, by a miraculous providence, ſhe 'ef+ 
caped out of their hands; that afterwards he 
had reported to thoſe that ſet him to work, 
that he had actually murdered, her: : for which 
he received the reward; but which way ſhe 
eſcaped, he knew not; and that this was about 
two years ſince. The Count urged him to 
tell the names of thoſe that had ſo hired 
him; but he ſaid, 7 He had worn upon the 
holy ſacrament of the altar never to diſcloſe 
them: and that he feared damnation if he 
hould: Only, ſaid he, this I may ſay, with - 
out breaking my oath, they were two perſons 
in whom you have put a great deal of confi- 


dence.” And then dee atteſted, © that 


what he laid was the truth; | d an, after 
Was executed. 1 


83 
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This dying criminal's confeſſion confirmed 
Alanſon tbat Deidamia had been treacherouſſy 


carried thither, either from his houſe or the 
nunnery; ; and he no longer doubted that Fro · 


novius and Antonio were the perſons that had 


" Hired villians to murder her; and, therefore, 


though they hai been removed from his ſer- 


vice ſome time, yet he was reſolved to purſue 


them, in order 10 bring them to juſtice ; but, 
firſt he intended to make a treſh ſearch after 
Deidamia, the criminal having given him an 
account where ſhe eſcaped from them; and, 
therefore, he thought, if ſhe was ſtill alive, ſhe 
inight be ſomewhere in the vicinity of that 
wood; to it, therefore, he bended his courſe; 
and being arrived and ſeeing how vaſt a place 
it was he perceived it would be difficult to 
find her, even though ſhe was there; yet, at 
| His entering in, he conceived ſome hopes in his 
mind, that he ſhould not loſe his labour, 
Whereupon alighting, and giving his horſe to 
his ſervant, (who had attended him in all his 
melancholy travels) and charging him to at- 
tend there till he came back, he went into the 
wood alone, and found himſelf entangled a- 
mongſt thickets, briars, and buſhes; Wi ſtill 
he went on, ſearching every cave and ſolitary 


piace, often calling out, Dcidamia ! till dark- 
neſs coming on, We him think of returning 


| to 
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to his man; but he found he wis gone too 
far to retreat back in time, and, therefore, re · 
ſolved to go forward: and being, no doubt, 
guided by providence, he happened upon that 
cave where Deidamia had ſo often be wailed 
his abſence, and mourned her own ſo itary 
| ſtate; and there he reſted his weary and tired 
body for that night, reſolving to purſue his 
, ſearch the next morning; ; which being come; 
a juſt as he was going out of the cave, he per- 
ceived ſomething ſparkle very brightly on the 
. J ground, which he took up; and looking on 
it in the open light, he found it to be a locket 
at of diamonds which he had formerly given 
Deidamia, which ſhe unwittingly had dropt 
chere. The finding of this filled him with 


ws N f FO, - 3 0 . | 
ſome tranſports of joy, as looking upon it as 
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at an carneſt of his good (ſucceſs in finding the 


„ owner: thereupon he often repeated her name 


. very loud, but could receive no anſwer but by 
10 ſome broken echoes, and therefore went on he 
its knew not whither ;. but being directed by. the | 
+. | ame providence that had before conducted him 


he | 2 the cave, when he had wandered: ſo far 
that he was almoſt: hopeleſs, he was ſuddenly 
11 ſet upon by two whiffling curs, which, upon 
offering to draw his ſword, ran away barking. 
E. from him; which he. purſuing, came in a lit- 
dle time, to a. K where he could diſcern. 


99 TAE FER ENO C O N VENTI. # 
the footſteps of human creatures, which very 
much revived his hopes, and encouraged bim 


ſtill to go on. He had not gode far before he 


diſcerned ſmoke to iſſue from a ſmall cottage; 
to which, as he approached nearer, he was 


again falnted by the furious barking of thoſe 
dogs which he had before purſued. This was 


the cottage where Deidamia reſided; who, upon 


tbe barking of thoſe dogs, looking out to ſee 


what was the matter, eſpied Alanſon coming 


towards her, and, the idea of his image being 


continually in her breaſt; ſhe no ſooner ſaw, 


but knew him; and running into his arms in 
an exceſs of joy, was only able to cry out, 
Ah! my dear lord Alanſon: but exceſs of 
joy proves ſometimes fatal; and it had like to 


have done ſo to Deidamia, for fhe immediate-- 


ly ſwooned away in his arms. The dogs till 


continued their barking, which alſo cauſed 
the good old woman of the cottage to ſee 
what the cauſe was. She was extremely ſur- 
priſed to ſee a genteel ſtranger there, and Dei- 
damia fainting in his arms; however, the made 
what haſte the could to endeavour her reco - 
very, deſiring Alanſon to bring her into the 
houſe; which he immediately did, telling the 
good woman, that he was Deidamia's huſbind, 


which ſhe (being very well acquainted with 


Deidamia's ſtory) Was very glad to hear. It 
was a Conſiderable time before Deidamia could 
* TY gh 8 . ; | | | be 
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away himſelf. But his lady being again reco- 


vered, Alanſon with a thouſand kiffes and en- 


dearing expreſſions, aſſured her of the truth, 
reality, and conſtancy of his affections towards 


her; - whilſt ſhe, on the other hand, feemed to 
be the moſt ſatisfied creature in the world, in 
that ſhe had once more feen her deareſt lord 


Alanſon; deſiring him not to be troubled at 


her fainting away, ſince it was only occaſions 


ed by the exceſs of joy ſhe conceived in ſeeing 


him again; and that death itſelf would have 


been eaſy to her upon ſo happy an occaſion 3 
and eſpecially dying in his arms. © 
- Whilſt in this manner they were pee 


the ardency of their affections to each other, 
the good man of the houſe came home, and 
being told by his wife that Deidamia's huſband 
Was there, he was overjoyed ;, and courteouſly 


ſaluted Alanſon, telling him, he was ſure 


he was a welcome man there to them all; 


but. eſpecially to Deidamia who had long 
mourned his abſence. Alanſon kindly thank» 
ed him, and told him, he ſhould ever honour 
him as the refuge aud preſerver of his dear la- 
dy. And, after ſuch civilities on each ſide 


paſſed, the good woman fet before him, ſuch 


homely refreſhment as ſhe had prepared on the 
* Alaaſon'c eat but little, Deidamis s Pres 


ſence 
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be brought to herſelf z which fo much aMited' 
the Count, that he was almoſt ready to faint 
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fence being more to him than all the dainties: 


in the world; yet, perceiving with what coarſe 


fare his 50 had been there contented, he 


praiſed her humility, and wondered at her 
virtue. Dinner being ended, Alanſon was 


concerned for his ſervant, whom he had left 
in the entrance of the wood, and would have 
gone back to him; but the good old man 


would by no means let him, telling him he 


would go bimſclf, becauſe he better knew the 
way, and could more eaſily find it; and ſo, 
taking his dogs along with him, he went ac- 
cordingly: The man having waited at the en- 
trance of the wood, from the time that his 
maſter went into it, till the next morning. 


and hearing nothing of him, leaving his horſes 


in the fields adjoining to the wood, reſolved. to 


find him out; and having got a good way, 


he met the old geatleman, who was coming 


to bim; and inquiring of him for his maſter, 


whom * deſcribed ; he told him, he had both 
| ſeen, and was come from him, to conduct him. 
where he was, and that he found his lady; 


at this the ſervant was very glad, and joyful - 
ly went along with him. After the old gen- 
tleman was gone for the ſervant, the Count 


and his lady went into the woods, and there 
ſhe gave him a particular account of all her 


ſoꝛ rows and ſuff. rings ſince his departing from 


her, 
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ker, and the reaſon of her ſtaying where ſhe 
was; viz. the old gentleman not daring to 


1 go out of the wood with her, he beiog Aa pro- 


ſcribed perſon ; and to go without bim was 
to endanger her own life; beſides, the knew 
not how Antonio might have ordered matters, 
having the pretence of hereſy to liy to her 
charge; and that, hearing nothing of him in 
all this time, ſhe thought his affections might 
have been eſtranged from her. But Alanſon 


aſſured her of the contrary, telling her, he 
could not but wonder at the unparalled vil- 


lainy of Fronovius and Antonio, and that he 
had turned them out of his ſervice ſoon after 
he came home from the camp. After which, 
the old gentleman and Alanſon's ſervant, be» 
ing, as before related, arrived at the cottage, 
the evening was far ſpent ; and ſo they all be- 
took themſelves to reſt, _ ny Me 
The next morning, Alanſon was preparing 


for his return home: but, before they went, 


their aged landlord would needs have them 
ſtay and dine; and, in diſcourſe, told him, 
He was once a tenant of his father's; but, by 


_ cruel edicts, was forced not only to leave that 


farm, but his paternal inheritance ; ' ſuffering 
the ſpoils and loſs of all, for the ſake of Chriſt 
and a good conſcience ; and, in this ſolitary 
retirement, had a more true peace and 
ſatis- 


. religion.” „ wiſh to God, replied Deid 


94 Tax, cate 
| ea chan i in all the pleaſure of his, fore - 
paſt life. he Count then aſked him his 
name ? W. rich he told him was De la Moat; 
upon which, he preſently knew and embraced 
him, faying, © hat though himſelf was of the 
Romiſh pet ſuiſion, yet he had often pitied his 
ſufferings,; ; {SOURS That it was given out, he 
died, i in priſon.“ The pious Deidamia, from 
this diſcourfe, took, an occaſion to ſay, Ah! 
my deareſt lord, you fee what, a cruel and 
- mercileſs. religion it is that you, profeſs, and 
which, thro”. the goodpels of God, 1 have lates» 
ly. departed from.” I am not {urpriſed, 
| laid Alanſon, at what you ſay; for I was in- 
formed i in Flanders that, you had changed your: 


mia, that yourſelf, my deareſt lord, was like- 
wiſe made partaker of the ſame happy change.“ 
Upon this Monſ. De la Mont put in, and laid 
dawn ſuch. weighty. reaſons for the truth of 
the reformed religion, and againſt the errors 
of the Church of Rome, that it encouraged 


Deidamia. tarther to go on, and ſhew the vici- 


ouſneſs and debauchery of the Romiſh clergy, 
their bioody principles, and perſecuting ſpirit; 
ſo that alauſon was forced to conteſs, that 
What was alledged againſt their practices Was 
true; but as to their principles (abating that 

of = periegamion) ne believed they mite. be mil 


7 taken: 


* 


taken : Upon which Dlidimia replied, e Lam 
glad my dear lord, to find you are againſt 


„ 
* 


1 ſhall enjoy the liberty f my conſcience, the 
only 'happineſs' 1 have had in this ſolitary re- 
tirement; and that you will not go about to 
compel me to go to maſs, which I will rather 
chooſe to die than do To this Alanſon re- 
plied, „That he was ne ſuch bigot as to think 
that thoſe that ſincerely worſhipped God, ac- 
cording to the beſt of their undertanding, 48 
he was confident Deidamia did, might not be 
accepted of him, tho' of a different opinion 
from himſelf: And as to compel her to go to 
mals, if by arguments he could not perſuade 
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uſe any other means? f 

And being now ready to Aft Alanfon 
offared La Mont ſtore of goth tor their Kind- 
neſs to his lady while ſhe had been with them; 


a | perſorswhohad been obliged. Sothat leave be- 
ing taken, and La Mont praying that God 


out of the wood, the ſervant readily found the 
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| perſecution: 3 hope, then, you wilt be willing 5 


her to it, he ſolemnly promiſed he never would | 


which he abſolutely refuſed ,faying, her conver- 
ſation had been fo agrecable, that they were the 


would go along with them and make their 
way proſperous, they parted: And coming 


horſes; and, Deidamia getting up behind her 


lords they walls the beſt of their way towards 
. 1 Alanſon's 
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Alanſon's houſe; where they were received 


with the rejoicing of their acquaintance, and 
much more of her parents, to whom in a day 


or two they made a viſit; Deidamia being re- 
ceived by them as one riſen from the dead. 
And, the ſtory of their daughter's troubles be- 
ing all related to them, they could not but 


admire the providence of God in preſerving 


her, and wonder at the monſtrous wickedneſs 


of Fronovius and Antonio, who, upon their 


hearing of the confeſſion of the dying crimi- 
minal, had withdrawn themſelves from their 
former reſidences. And Antonio (the better 
to eſcape deſerved puniſhment for his luſtful 


attempts upon Deidamia's chaſtity) went pri- 


vately to the Biſhop of Rheims, and told him 


that Count Alanſou's lady was depraved with 


hereſy; in which ſhe was ſo much counte- 

nanced by her land, that himſelf, for endea- 
vouring to reclaim her, was turned out of the 
family, and cut off from all intereſt in it; and, 
therefore, came humbly to beg his protection 
againſt ſo powerful an adverſary ; ſince what 
he had done, was only out of zeal to promote 


the catholic religion. The Biſhop received 
him into his protection, and writ a ſharp let- 


ter to the Count about it; who, having re- 
ceived it, believed it was done by the inſtiga- 


tion of Antonio, whom he heard he bad enter- 
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tain ed; and being troubled: that ſo great a villain 
ſhould find any countenance from the Biſhop, - 
he writ back again to Know the names of thoſe 
who had lo injuriouſly informed him againſt 
his lady; but the Biſhop would not gratity 
him fa far in his deſires. This made the Count 
return him a ſecond letter, written in a more 
angry ſtyle, declaring, “ That, if he could not 
have juſtice from him; the king himſelf ſhould 
be acquainted with it, and by him he would 


ſeek redreſs,” This fo nettled the Biſhop, that 
he ſent examiners to interrogate his lady about 
her religion; of which the Count having ſome 
iatimation, ſent her to her parents, who were 


and mightily ſcandalized a 


extremely troubled at theſe freſh misfortunes, 
the villainy of An- 


tonio, and the Biſhop's protecting him from 
juſtice, grew thereupon very cold in the pro- 
feſſion of the Popiſh religion; which ſo furi - 
ouſly perſecuted innocence and virtue, and 


countenanced the greateſt wickedneſs: 


This 


the pious Deidamia wiſely improved, and ſo 


effectually wrought with them, by her warm 


and zealous diſcourſes, that through the ope- 
ration of God's Holy Spirit aſſiſting her, they 


| were brought over to the embracingof the truth. 


The Biſhop's examiners being diſappointed, 
returned back without their errand ; upon 
which the Biſhop threatened to excommuni- 
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cate 
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cate both Alanſon and his family; and was 


ſoon after as good. as his word. Upon this 
Alanſon poſts away to the king, who was then 


at Marly, where he complained of the injury 
done him by the Bp. of Rheims, both in ex- 
communicating him, and protecting a villaink- 
ous criminal from juſtice. But, it ſeems the 
Biſhop had been before. hand with him, and 
made his. complaint firſt. For the king recei - 
ved him very coldly; and told him the Bp. 
of Rheims was a good man, and he left his 


buſineſs wholly to lim. Cn which Alanſon 


returned home much diſcontented, and found, 
that in his abſence, freſh fearch had been made 
in his houſe for his lady, tho? without ſucceſs. 


Then he went to the Biſhop himſelf, and bold - 
ly charged him with entertaining a wicked 


perſon to the prejudice of his honour telling 
. him, who he was, and declared his crimes, deſr- 
ring, he might be brought forth, and his lady 
ſhould appear. Zut the Biſhop refuſing this and 
telling him his lady was accuſed of hereſy and he 
of countenancing it. The Count in a kind of 
holy anger, told him, That religion could not 
be of God which encouraged villainy and 
ſought che deſttuction of them who were vir- 


tuous. At this the Biſhop ſtormed, and told 
him, That he ſhould be anſwered in another 


manner.“ And ſoon after, he had ſecret no- 
* — 5 - tice 
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$ || tice from Court, „That, upon 2 freſh com- 
5 plaint of the Biſhop's, both he and his lady 
1 | were proſcribed as Hugonots; and that, not- 
/ | withftanding/ his friend's interceſſion and his 
” || own former merits, his places were taken a- 
V way, and his eſtate ordered to be ſeized, as 2 
© | terror to others.“ Alanſon, finding himſelf 
d unable to withſtand this ſtorm, packed up the 
* 


richeſt of his effects, and privately fent them 
to his wife's father, Where ſhe was all this 
5 || white concealed; 4nd then followed after him». 
n | ſelf: Where, having declared the great injuſ- 
|| tice: he had met withal, contrary to all relig. 
x an, honour, honeſty and conſcience, be then 


. told his relations, he was feſolved, by God's 
1 beip, to embrace that religion for which he 
a had been à ſufferer before he was a profeſſor 3 


5 for that religion could not be of God, that 
did {ſo evidently ſet up the kingdom of the 
Y | devil#? at uhich they all rejbiced, and Dei- 
damia more eſpecially; who paſſionately em- 
Ic braciag him, ſaid, Her father and mother 
were of the fame: mind with him: At which 
Alanſon was the more encouraged. But, leaſt 
d their adverfaries ſhould come thither to ſearch 
for them, they withdrew into a {mall village, 
Id | and:lived. obſcurely, While La Mont could 
Er | hearot a convenient veſſelto tranſport them iuto 
* * where they might enjoy more liberty. 
1 A H 2 You 
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Jou have heard how Bernard, the garden - 
er, was fold to a maſter of a ſhip belonging to 
one of the French plantations in the Weſt In- 
dies; before we conclude, we will briefly ſhew- 
how God's Providence watched over him for 
good alſo. In his voyage at ſea they met with 
ſo extraordinary a ſtorm, that all expected pre · 
ſent death; but Bernard was very calm, put- 
ting up bis fervent prayer to Almighty God, 
which was followed by a very great ſerenity 
and calmneſs. This made the maſter reſpect 
him. and oftentimes diſcourſe with him; his 
behaviour being always ſober, and his diſcourſe 
favoury. The maſter having made his voyage, 
ſold Bernard-for aflave, and baving ſtaid there 
about two months, returned again to France; 
but the diſcourſes and behaviour of Bernard had 
made ſo deep an impreſſion in his mind, that 
he was greatly troubled for having ſold him; 
inſomuch, that he could not reſt V/until he had 
taken a ſolemn reſo! ution the next voyage th 


made to bring him back; and; accordingly. 


the next year making another, voyage thither, 
he made it his buſinefs to enquire after him; 
and, having found him, aſked if he was wil 
ling to have his liberty and return to his:owa! 
country: Bernard replied, | he never Was in 
love with ſlavery; but was contented: under 


it, whilſt. God's providence ordered it fog: but 
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if he might have bis liberty, he would chooſe 


it rather. Whereupon the maſter paid his 
Tranſom, and brought him back to France; nor 


was he a loſer: By it; for, as a recompence 
for bis kindneſs, it pleaſed God to make Ber- 
nard an inſtrument to open his eyes, and bring 


him to the acknowledgment of the truth. Ber- 


nard being got again into his own country, 
made it his whole buſineſs to enquire after the 
welfare of Alanſon's family, and being told of 
the ſufferings that had lately befallen them, 


he was extremely grieved z tho', at the ſame 


time, he could not but rejoice that they ſuf- 
fered in ſo 
them to ſome of his old Chriſtian friends, be 


was told by one of them, that both tke Count 


and his lady lived obſcurely and in diſguiſe 
in the neighbouring village, and that, if he had 


a mind to ſee them, he would give him a note 
to the gentleman of the houſe, upon which 


he ſhould have admittance to them; or other - 
wiſe they would not be ſpoken with by any 
one. Bernard gladly accepted of his friend's 


and delivered the gentleman the note; the 


purport of which was this; That he hag 
known the bearer many years for a faithful 
friend and brother, and that he had been for- 
merly Count Alanſon' s ſervant, and had a great. 
5 15 3 5 deſire 
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good a cauſe. And, ſpeaking of 7 


_ Kindneſs, and ſtraigbtway went to the hoaſe,, _ 
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deſire to ſee his yy Which eee bah 
let him do.“ 122 


Upon reading this note, che Nödemng Pak 


fired him to come in, and ſent up one of his 
fervants to acquaint Deidamia there was one 
below deſired to ſpeak with her; . e pace 
Bernard was prefently called u. 
Deidamia was mightily ſarprifed boite Ber · 
yard, whom ſhe thought the ſhould never have 
feen more; and very much rejoiced at it's - 
troducing him to her lord, and afterwards to 
her parents, who all made very much of bim, 
and were glad to ſee him. And, having com- 


municated the various providences of God to 


one another ſince they had been parted, they 
all ble fed the Lord for his goodneſs, and for 
his wonderful works to the children of men ; 
and afterwards conſulted how to procure a 
veſſel to convey them out of danger. - | 
Bernard giv: them an account, that the 
maſter of the veſſel which brought him back 
to France was alſo converted; and that now 
His v-flel lay ready to fail for Denmark; and 
he was ſure he would be glad to ſerve them. 
Te this they all agreed, and thereupon Bernard 


Went immediately to the maſter of the thip, 


V ho readily conſented to carry them, and or- 
dered their goods to be brought preſently, 
and chemſelves to come aboard at nudnighe; 


* 
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at which time Bernard conducted them to the 
hip, und then went aboard with thłm in qua- 
lity of their ſervant ; and, foon after, the wind 


ſerving, they ſet (ail for Denmark 3 here, be- 


ing arrived, and tafrying a few days; they hi- 
red # Dutch veſſel to carry them to Rotterdam, 
and from thence they went by boat to Utrecht; 
Which being a pleaſant place, and a 12 5 good 

air they 'reſolved-tofettle there. 
1 This, courteous! reader,” thou hal ticard 2 
brief but true relation of the mercy and goods 
neſs of God to that noble family, which is the 
fu ject of this narrative; and he that reads it 


throughout ſeriouſly, will find cauſe to make 


theiſime obſervations that Daniel did of old: 
„ Mark the perfect man, and behold the up- 
right, for the end of that man is peace; which 


the Apoſtle St James farther exemplifies in his 


epiſtle; ou have heard of the pitience of 


Job, and have ſeem the end of the Lord, how 


he is very pitiful, and of tender mercy.” Here 


you have ſeen the great dittreſs of Deida mia; 


and; here you have ſeen the goodneſs of God 
in her deliverance. Here you have ſeen the 
Count Alauſon rifled of all his eſtate and po- 
ſeſlions; and here you have ſeen how God 
has graciouſly made it up, in giving him that 
faith which is tar more precious than the guld 


that periſheth. But, I cannot conclude, with- | 
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of the inſpired penman; 
the wicked, and a N _— to the 


104 Tre Pn dow Convert; 
out giving you an account of the judgment of 


God upon Fronovius and Antonie, * them 


may fear and: give glory to God 108 
Fronovius, after the feizure =, Alanſon's 


adard, and his departure into Holland, return- 
ed into thoſe parts; but, finding himfelf ha- 
ted by all men for his villainy, he retired into 
Normandy z where, ſoliciting; his landlord's 

daughter to yield to his luſt, and ſhe refuſing 


it, he took an opportunity to raviſh her; for 


which he was * W the 8 > 
Roan 
And, as for. Antotiio,: the? h e U ee tha 


| de of men, he could not eſcape the judg · 
ment of God; for, falling diſtracted, alittle 


time after, be confeiled it was God's s judgment 


upon bim for the miſchief he had wrought a- 


gainſt his lord Alanſon and his virtuous lady; 


faying, They had taken a way to be ſaved, 
but he was ſure to be damned: and fo, daſh- 


ing out his own brains againſt a wall, he died 
miſerably. Both of them verifying the words. 
Is not deſtruction to 


workers of Ry" 
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A brief Account of the preſent Perſecutions: 
ren +.0kthe See e HTAIN: F el 
FR E reſtleſs | meine os ada: 3 enemy 
of mankind againſt che church of God, 
has been -ſufficieatly manifeſted in all ages of 
the world; and began to exert itſelf : firſt of 
all in Cain, who killed his brother Abel, be- 
cauſe his own deeds were wicked, and his bro - 
ther's righteous; as the holy ſcriptures inform 
us: add it has bee his frequent practice, when 
he could not withdraw the people of God from 
the profeſſion of the truth by the but ot world. 
„ly advantage, to raiſe a flood of perſecution a- 
e gainſt them, by that meaus to extirpate them, 
e if it were poſſible, out of the earth; of which 
to no people in Europe bave, in this age, had 
z | moreifatal experienee than the poor proteſtants 
, in France, who have been ſo barbarouſly uſed» 
„bp che blood thirſty papiſts there, that a true 
d accouut of their ſufferings will appear to the 
is next age rather like romantic ations, than, as 
o indeed they are, realities. And there are twWa 
e | things iu it that appear alike admirable; and 
I they are, the barbarous rage and eruelty of 
the perſecutors, and the invincible courage and 
conſtaney of the poor ſjufferers; who are lo» | 
een e * divine Braces. that Ga 
ef | „ 8 5 « "S133 not 1 
bs * 91 1 1 7 
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not TE triumph over all their tkertürcb but | 


ſuffer Joykully: che loſs of al}, as knowing that 
they have in heaven a better and more endu- 
ring fabſtance :> But I will recite TING 6 Lone | 
inſtances of thei? fufferinggss. 
Some they condemn to the galties, wile! 
tbey are coupled commonly with the vileſt 
miſcreants condemned thither for the moſt fla - 
gitiuus crimes, whove fearful oaths and exeera- 
tions are continually wounding their pions 
ears: there are generally flve of them placed 
upon every farm, fettered with x heavy chain 
of about ten or twelve feet long: they ſhu ve 
their heads from time, ts ſhew they are ſlaves, | 
and are not allowed to wear their hats or heu- 


wigs they have only beans, aud nothing elſe 
for their food, with about fourteen outices of: 
coarſe breadiaday, and no wine at all. They 
ate devoured in wiater by lice, aud in ſummer 


by bugs and fleas; and forced to lie upon 
one another, as hogs in a ſty; and every day 
threatened and tormented by friars and prieſts, 
who not being able to conviuce en ri rea · 


ſon, think to do it by ſeverity.” 
Some are put in priton, aud kept in e 
duvgeons and holes, full-of mire and dirt, with - 


aut any bed, ar ſo: muchas ſtraw to lie upon, 
and not ſuffered to have the- leaſt glimmering 
6 che ſun, or the ns ot a candle; and al- 


lowed 
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; ' land ſo mall 2 quantity of vic NY as is hard- 
ly ſufficient to keep them alive. In this miſe · 
rable caſe, without any to pity them, ſome 
| haye been kept above a year together. One 
of them being viſited after twelve months im · 
priſonment in this manner, by one called a 
a director of conſcience, juſt as they were go- | 
ing to bring b him his ſmall allowance, he could. 
not forbear crying out, as ſoon as he ſaw him, 
Lord! in what a condition are you, Sir? To 
| | which the poor ſufferer replied, with a Chrif-. 
: tian fortitude, worthy of the cauſe he ſuffered - 
| id Could you but ſee the ſecret pleaſure 
; | my heart experiences, you would think me 
. | too happy. The prieſt told him, The great- | 
„ eſt füfferings did not entitle to the glory off 
: | martyrdom, unleſs he ſuffered for truth and 
| Juſtice. To this the poor priſoner replied, he 
5 granted it; but that was his caſe; the Holy 
6 Ghoſt ſo ſealed it to his heart, that the very 
„ | thoughts thereof ſupported him in the midſt 
of | of all afflictions: This perſon has, thro? God's 
al providence, been fince delivered; and has de- 1 
\, | clared, That the conſolations that God, out f 
'F his infinite love afforded to him, were ſo great, 
7 | that he little regarded the miſeries he was re- 
., | duced to, though he continued in that lamen- 
table condition about two and twenty months, 


: without changing bis cloaths, till 8; beard 5 
| was 


4 -108 * 

was grown as long as the hair of his head, and 
his face as pale as a plaiſtered wall; he decla- 
red alſo, that when he was delivered, the num- 
ber of thoſe chained to the gallies for the ſake 
of religion, Was about three hundred and ſe - 
venty, Who glorified God in their ſufferings 


witly an. ungeralleded San ahd conſtaucy. : 
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